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In our effort to continue our education, this month’s program will consist of a panel 
discussion hosted by experienced growers and collectors.  Panel members, Artie 
Chavez, Tim Harvey, and Manny Rivera will be available to address your questions 
on cactus and succulent plant horticulture.     
 
Please provide your relevant questions in advance to John Martinez in order to 
keep the discussion on track and provide informative and accurate responses.   
Question cards will be available at the meeting to be filled out prior to the beginning 
of the panel discussion.  Your specific questions can also be forwarded to John 
Martinez in advance of the meeting at jwm5555@sbcglobal.net .    Members are  
encouraged to bring in those plants you are having difficulty with or have been 
unable to identify.  Your participation is vital to the success of this program, so 
please get involved.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society is a non-profit organization.  Since 1935 our purpose has been the education, conservation, & 
study of cacti & succulents.  The “Cactus Chronicle” is the official bulletin of the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society, an affiliate of the 
Cactus & Succulent Society of America, Inc.  Any material in the “Cactus Chronicle” may be copied or reproduced by other clubs on our 
mailing list, or any non-profit organization, provided proper credit is given to the author and the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society. 
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Next Meeting:  November 5, 2009 
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Ferocactus        Sanseveria       Tyelcodon 
Also, be sure to bring plants to the meeting that you’d like to show off because they are in flower or because they are unique or 
rare.  In addition, bring those plants that pose identification problems or those with pests or disease for which you need 
assistance.  

 



PLANTS FOR THE YEAR 2009 
LOS ANGELES CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY (LACSS) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Entry Classes:  All new members, new to the hobby, should enter plants in the Novice class.  Novices must move to the 
Advanced class after they have won a total of 40 first place awards in the Plant of the Month competition.  Individuals who own a 
nursery are required to enter in the Open class.  Although it is not advised, LACSS members are free to enter a plant in the Open 
class at any time. 
Prizes:  All prizes are awarded at the Holiday Celebration in December.  Trophies are awarded by entry class for those members 
who scored the most points in either the cacti or combined succulent categories.  In the Novice and Advanced classes the top 
three scorers in each of the plant categories will also receive a prize (typically a plant).  These prizes are awarded based on the 
total number of points scored during the year.  Finally, a trophy is awarded to members, regardless of class, who have earned the 
most points in the cactus or two succulent categories during the prior year.� 
Entry Requirements:  All entrants must be LACSS members.  Members are restricted to two plants per entry category per 
month – a total of six plants.  In the Advanced and Open Classes, members must have been in possession of their plants for at 
least one year.  Those members showing in the Novice class may immediately enter a recently obtained plant.  You can only 
enter plants that conform to the Plant of the Month schedule described above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points Awarded 
Condition 50% First 5 

Size and Maturity 25% Second 3 

Staging 20% Third 1 
Nomenclature 5%   

Judging Scale 

New Members 
No new members in the month of October 

Plants that are in flower and the rarity of the entry are two additional criteria judges employ in determining monthly winners 
. 

Month Cacti Succulent Succulent (Caudiciform) 

February Gymnocalycium Aloe or Aloe hybrids Pelargonium 

March Mammillaria clusters—
straight or hooked spines 

Haworthia or Haworthia 
hybirds 

Caudex succulents from Baja 

April Rebutia or Sulcorebutia Lithops Non-Madagascan Euporbias 

May  Ariocarpus Gasteria Adenia 

June Espostoa and Oreocereus Agave Ficus or Bombax 

July Echinocreus Stapelia or Carralluma Pachypodium (Non-
Madagascan) 

August Tubinicarpus Dorstenia Adenium 

September Opuntia or Tephrocactus Echeveria or Echeveria 
hybirds 

Cucurbitaceae (Ibervilla, 
Gerradanthus, and Kedostros) 

October Notocactus Dyckias or Dyckias hybrids Ipomea 

November Ferocactus Sansevieria or Sansevieria 
hybrids 

Tylecodon 

December ��������	�
���   



LACSS 2009 Calendar of Events 
                                    
 

November 7th & 8th —San Gabriel Valley Cactus & Succulent Society Show & Sale---LA County Arboretum 
address above 
 

December 5th—LACSS Holiday Party—Sepulveda Garden 
 
December 5th & 6th —Orange County Show & Sale at the Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated Rd., 
Fullerton, CA 92831SHOW AND SALE OPEN FROM 10AM TO 4PM, FOR INFO. CALL   714-870-4887 
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Ferocactus reppenhagenii 

 
Ferocactus is medium sized genus, with 
about 40 members and centered in Mexico, 
with a few species native to California and 
the Southwest, and a few to Guatemala. 
 
With age, Ferocactus generally get to be 
very large plants, particularly when grown 
in the ground. Fortunately, they are fairly 
slow growers and when grown in pots, they 
will stay at a comfortable size for many 
years.  Although there are only about 40 
species, many of them are fairly variable, 
with widely varying spine lengths, shapes, 
textures and colors, depending on the 
specific locality. 
 
Ferocactus are easily grown, and most are 
perfectly happy outdoors without protection 
year round in Southern California.  A 
normal well draining potting mix will do 
well.  They need sun to bring out the colors 
and textures of the spines. 
 
Ferocactus are easily raised from seed.  
Planting is most successful when done in 
April or May.  The seedlings grow slowly at 
first, but soon take off.  There are several 
advantages to growing Ferocactus from 
seed.  The first is that the selection of type 

localities and spine variations is far greater 
than you will ever see at a plant show or 
sale.  The second and most important is 
that you get to grow the plant through it’s 
awkward juvenile growth.  During the 
second year Ferocactus spines grow 
completely out of proportion to the 
Ferocactus body.  A Ferocactus that will 
eventually by a foot in diameter, and 4 feet 
tall with 3 or four inch spines, will have as 
a seedling a body less than an inch in 
diameter, with spines an inch or more long.
 
Favorite Species 
 
Ferocactus chrysacanthus from Baja 
California has dense golden spines, and 
becomes a spectacular species when about 
8 inches in diameter.  It will grow to 3 feet, 
eventually. 
 
Ferocactus emoryi, from Arizona and 
Sonora, and shown above has long red 
spines that can vary from straight to 
hooked. 
 
Ferocactus latispinus, from central 
Mexico, has flat reddish spines, with 
distinct grooves running crosswise, 
particularly on the bottom.  A variety, 
Ferocactus latispinus v spiralis has the 
spines forming a spiral pattern up the stem.  
A spectacular plant when it gets to be 
about 18 inches tall. 
 
Ferocactus wislizenii, another Baja 
species has flat spines.  It grows more in 
the winter than the summer. 
 

Tom Glavich  January 2002



Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society 

Succulent of the Month  November 2009 - Sansevieria 
 

 
Sansevieria patens by Karen Ostler 

photo T. Nomer 
 
There are about 60 species of 
Sansevieria, but since many of the 
species are variable and have widespread 
habitats, there are more names than this.  
There are also dozens of cultivars, 
particularly of variegated Sansevieria.  
They are currently in the Dracenaceae 
family, but have moved through the 
‘dumping ground’ families.  In older 
references, they will be found in the 
Lilaceae, Aloinaceae, Agavaceae, and 
other families. Most Sansevieria are 
native to Africa, although some come 
from India, Asia and the South Sea 
Islands. 
 
They are among the easiest of all 
succulent plants to grow, requiring only 
a pot or a spot in the ground.  They are 
tolerant of incredible neglect and abuse, 
but most grow rapidly and well if 
watered and fertilized regularly.  They 
do well in Southern California outdoors 
or in, and suffer damage only if they are 

cold and wet.  They are free from most 
pests,  
 
suffering only rarely from scale.  They 
are prone to fungal rusts, particularly in 
damp weather.  The only cure for rust is 
to cut off the infected leaves, sterilizing 
the cutting tool after each cut (an alcohol 
wipe will do) and then spray the entire 
plant with a fungicide such as Funginex.  
Prevention is much easier.  Bright light, 
and moving air prevent most rusts. 
 
Sansevieria propagation is remarkably 
easy.  Cut a piece off, let it dry for a few 
days, and stick it in some potting soil.  
They propagate readily from leaves (tips 
are best), rhizomes, roots, etc..  
 
Variegation is very common in 
cultivated Sansevieria, and variegated 
plants form the majority of some 
collections. A variegated pup will appear 
on an otherwise normal plant.  The 
variegation can be preserved by 
removing the pup and a portion of the 
rhizome, and growing it on.  If this is not 
done, the variegated pup, being weaker 
than the rest of the plant will not 
reproduce.   Variegated plants are slower 
growers than normal plants, and are 
much more sensitive to cold and wet 
conditions.  They need protection, 
particularly in the winter.  They are also 
sensitive to standing water in their 
crowns, quickly rotting it water is 
allowed to remain. 
 
References 
 
H.  Stover  The Sansevieria Book 
U. Eggli, Editor Monocotyledons 
 



Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society 
Caudiciform Succulent of the Month  November 2009 - Tylecodon 

 
Tylecodon is a member of the 
Crassulaceae Family. It is a winter-
growing plant which looks at its best 
from late fall through early spring.  
 

 
Tylecodon pearsonii 

 
Tylecodon is a relatively new genus first 
published in 1978.  In books published 
before this date, most plants that we 
know today as Tylecodon will appear as 
Cotyledon.  The name Tylecodon is 
actually an anagram of the plant genera 
Cotyledon.  In habitat (this typically 
occurs in cultivation as well), Tylecodon 
are generally deciduous, losing their 
leaves in summer. 
 
Tylecodon consists of about 46 species 
among them the relatively ubiquitous 
species Tylecodon paniculatus.  They are 
described as a small shrubby plant and 
originate from South Africa and 
Namibia. 
 
The leaf structure is comprised of a 
coiled grouping of leaves (often vertical 
and needle-like) which emerge in late 
summer or early fall.  Flowers appear at 
the end of the growing cycle in late 
winter or early spring.  Tylecodons vary 
in shape and size with some species 

being as small as an inch while other can 
reach 6 feet in height.   
 
Most Tylecodon are valued for their 
caudex-like stem structure and are 
relatively hardy in Southern California.  
Excessive watering during their dormant 
season can cause rot.  Cutting can be 
rooted rather easily and are a good way 
to propagate this plant 
 

Tylecodon paniculatus in habitat 
 
References 
H. Jacobsen, A Handbook of Succulent 
Plants 
M Sajeva and M. Costanzo, Succulents, 
The Illustrated Dictionary  

Tom Glavich  December 2002
Edited, Steve Frieze  November 2009
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Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society  
Mentor Information 

 
Are willing to mentor a new succulent enthusiast?  If so, please provide the following 
information so that we match new members with others who share their interests.  
 
In what specific succulent families and genera do y ou specialize? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In what areas are you willing to share your experie nce and expertise? 
 

 
_____Propagating 

 
_____Staging plants for display 

 
_____Hybridizing 

 
_____Pests and pesticides 

 
_____Transplanting and pruning 

 
_____Troubleshooting 
 

_____Soil mixes 
 

_____Other___________________ 
 

 
 
Are you willing to invite LACSS members to you home  to see your collection?  
 

 
Name: _________________________________________________ 
 
Address:________________________________________________ 
 
Email: __________________________________________________ 

 
Telephone: ______________________________________________ 

 
 

 
Thank you! 

Please email or give this form to Roxie Esterle ( roxie.esterle@gmail.com )  who 
will compile and distribute the information.  
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November 2009 

Newsletter of the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Soc iety 

First Class Mail 

PO Box 280581, Northridge, CA  91328 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Visit Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society ONLINE at www.lacss.com 

Next Meeting: October 1 
Sepulveda Garden Ctr. 16633 Magnolia Bl. Encino  

General Meeting  starts at 7:30 PM on the first  Thursday  of the month at the Sepulveda Garden Center 
located at 16633 Magnolia Blvd. in Encino between Hayvenhurst and Balboa.  

Set-up and social hour starts at 6:30 PM.    
 

Bring a smile!  Make new friends!  GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!     
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