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The Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society is a non-profit @egeom. Since 1935 our purpose has been the education, conservation, &
study of cacti & succulents. The “Cactus Chronicle” is tffiical bulletin of the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Socetgffiliate of the
Cactus & Succulent Society of America, Inc. Any materighe “Cactus Chronicle” may be copied or reproduced by other <o our
mailing list, or any non-profit organization, provided proper crésligiven to the author and the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society.

Our featured speakers for the September program will be Rene and Patti Caro. Rene and Patti are
proprietors of Caro Desert Nursery and both are award winning photographers. Their presentation
will be focused on showing us how to "Take Beautiful Photos of Your Prized Plants." The Caros
have been shooting nature photos for over 20 years, and selling their photos since 2005. They
are equally passionate about the cactus and succulent plants they sell and the photographs they
take in their many travels.

Instead of mourning the deterioration of those special flower on your cacti and succulents,
preserve and enjoy that beautiful flower all year long? Share photos of your prized plants with
others. Most importantly, learn how to get professional looking photos without spending a lot of
money on equipment. Go from taking snapshots to taking pretty photographs in this fun and
informative demonstration.

Opuntia Echeveria Curcurbitaceae

Also be sure to bring to the meeting plants you'd like to show off because they are in flower or because they are unique or rare. In
addition, bring those plants that pose identification problems or those with pests or disease that you need assistance with.




PLANTS FOR THE YEAR 2009
LOS ANGELES CACTUS AN SUCCULENT SOCIETY (LACSS)

Month Cacti Succulent Succulent (Caudiciform)
February Gymnocalycium Aloe or Aloe hybrids Pelargonium
March Mammillaria clusters— Haworthia or Haworthia Caudex succulents from Bajg
straight or hooked spines hybirds
April Rebutia or Sulcorebutia Lithops Non-Madagascan Euporbias
May Ariocarpus Gasteria Adenia
June Espostoa and Oreocereus Agave Ficus or Bombax
July Echinocreus Stapelia or Carralluma Pachypodium (Non-
Madagascan)
August Tubinicarpus Dorstenia Adenium
September Opuntia or Tephrocactus Echeveria or Echeveria Cucurbitaceae (Ibervilla,
hybirds Gerradanthus, and Kedostrod
October Notocactus Dyckias or Dyckias hybridg Ipomea
November Notocactus Sansevieria or Sansevierig Tylecodon
hybrids
December

Entry Classes: All new members, new to the hobby, should enter plarttee Novice class. Novices must move to the
Advanced class after they have won a total of 40fileste awards in the Plant of the Month competitiomdividuals who own a
nursery are required to enter in the Open class. Althaug not advised, LACSS members are free to enpdaret in the Open
class at any time.

Prizes: All prizes are awarded at the Holiday CelebratioB@tember. Trophies are awarded by entry class for thesgers
who scored the most points in either the cacti or doetbsucculent categories. In the Novice and Advancededahe top
three scorers in each of the plant categories willr@seive a prize (typically a plant). These prizesaavarded based on the
total number of point scored during the year. Finallypphy is awarded to the members, regardless of clésshas earned
the most point in the cactus or two succulent categdtigng the prior year.

Entry Requirements: All entrants must be LACSS members. Members atdcsl to two plants per entry category per
month — a total of six plants. In the Advanced and Opers&asnembers must have been in possession of thes foaat
least one year. Those members showing in the Noléss may immediately enter a recently obtained plgot can only
enter plants that conform to the Plant of the Montiedale described above.

Judging Scale Points Awarded
Condition 50% First 5
Size and Maturity 25% Second
Staging 20% Third 1
Nomenclature 5%

Plants that are in flower and the rarity of the enteytaro additional criteria judges employ in determining mgnitihners

New Members
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LACSS 2009 Calendar of Events

July 24th-26th —Orange County Summer Show & Sale —At the Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated Rd.,
Fullerton, CA. SHOW AND SALE FRI 12pm to 4pm SAT. & SUN. 10am to 4pm. INFO. 714-8 70-4887

August 15th & 16th —24™ Annual Intercity Show & Sale-LA County Arboretum, 301 No. Baldwin Ave.,
Arcadia, CA. INFO. CALL TOM GLAVICH AT 626-798-2430 or BARBARA HALL AT 818-368-6914

August 29th —Huntington Botanical Gardens Succulent Symposium, ALL DAY AT THE HUNTINGTON.

September 27th —Long Beach Cactus Club Annual Plant Auction, 18127 So Alameda St., Rancho Dominguez,
CA--12PM

November 7th & 8th —San Gabriel Valley Cactus & Succulent Society Show & Sale---LA County Arboretum
address above

December 5th—LACSS Holiday Party—Sepulveda Garden

December 5th & 6th —Orange County Show & Sale at the Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated Rd.,
Fullerton, CA 92831SHOW AND SALE OPEN FROM 10AM TO 4PM, FOR INFO. CALL 714-870-4887
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Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society
Cactus of the Month September 2009 ©puntioideae
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puntiaflowrs Qa‘artzie aré 2005

The Cactus family is divided into a
number of subfamilies. Th®puntioi-
deaeis one of these sub families. The
Opuntioideae covers the largest geo-
graphical range of any of the sub-
families, stretching from Southern Ar-
gentina to Canada, and covers all of the
Caribbean islands and Pacific Islands
from the Galapagos to the Catalinas. It
is naturalized on every continent except
Antarctica. It is a pest and a noxious
weed in many places, and is displacing
native vegetation in parts of Africa, Ma-
dagascar and Australia.

The first plants that come to mind when
one thinks oOpuntiaare the flat padded
plants, seen everywhere, or the spiny cy-
lindrical Cholla common to the local
hillsides and deserts. Tl@puntioideae
family offers much more, and some un-
usual as well as common forms are de-
scribed below.

Propagation of alDpuntiasis most easi-
ly accomplished by cuttings. All cut-
tings root easily. Seed propagation re-
quires patience, with seed scarification

and sometimesartificial wintering by
keeping the seed damp and cold in
refrigerator required. Seed germina
can be erratic, with seeds from the s
plant sometimes germinating in de
and sometimes not for months.

Handling of Opuntiasis somewhat of
problen. They are notorious for th
well placed sharp spines, and nearly in-
visible glochids. Handling with ste
tools is the best bet. Gloves get cov
with glochids, which invariably end

in your hands when the gloves come
Glochids can often be removed by wash-
ing with a strong hose stream. Pluck
with tweezers is effective and brush
works sometimes. Duct tape is a h
and as a last resort, so is rubber cement.

Tephrocactusis a genus of very variat
cacti, mostly from Argentina. Spes
vary considerably, from the very sp
Tephrocactus stramriato the pape
spined Tephrocactus articulatato the
nearly spinelesg ephrocactus inermis
Tephrocactusre probably the most leo
lected of theOpuntioideag and there
even alephrocactustudy group for th
true fanatics. They make small, r
plants, and a good collection can be |
in a reasonable area.

Tom Glavich March 20(



Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society
Succulent of the Month September 2009Echeveria

Echeveria agavoides cv ‘Ebony’

Echeverii is one the principal members of
the succulent New WorldCrassulaceae
Echeverii orginate in the mountains of East-
ern Mexico, although there are plants found
from Texas into South America.

The genuscheveriais named after Atana-
sio Echeverria illustrator of a projecté&tb-

ra Mexicanaprepared under the direction of
Martin Sesse, from 1789 to 1803. Martin
Sesse received a Royal Patent for a botanical
expedition to Mexico from Charles lll, King
of Spainin 1788. Charles Il was one of the
most enlightened of the late 1 &entury
kings, with widespread cultural and scientif-
ic interests. Unfortunately, he died shortly
after giving the Patent, and before supplying
any money. Sesse went on with the expedi-
tion, and although chronically short of funds,
and often sick and hungry, with Jose Moci-
no, Atanasio Echeverria, and others, col-
lected hundreds of plants over a 15 year pe-
riod. The three returned to Spain, expecting
to become famous and publish th&lora
Mexicana,only to be ignored by the King.

Sesse returned to his land holdings; Mo
went to work at the Museum of Natural His-
tory in Madrid, and Echeverria was hirec
an artist's assistant.

Coming from mountainous regiorScheve-
ria prefer well drained soil, and good vient
lation. They also prefer cooler nightnte
peratures, looking their best from late wil
through spring. The plants swell with tr
winter rains, and as growth starts the cc
become more intense. Although classi
as drought resistant, Echiverias benefit f
“deep” watering. Fertilizing also is a hiert
cultural activity that will encourage t
growth of this plant. Most noadltivars will
tolerate shade and during the winter s
frost. Eheveria hybrids are not nearly as to-
lerant and should be protected from «
temperatures.

With time, mostEcheveriaoffset betwee
older leaves. These offsets canremovec
the bottom-most leaves of the offset re-
moved, and the stem and remaining le.
planted as soon as the cut stem is dry.
terminal rosette should also be periodic
headed and restarted in the same way,

all the dead leaves removed. To ensure win-
ter survival, lower leaves should be remc
from the plant to protect from the possibi

of fungus related disease generated b
decaying leaves.

References
L. Carruthers and R. GinrScheverias
E. Walther Echeveria

Tom Glavich, May 2005
Edited by Steve Frieze, September 2



Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society
Caudiciform Succulent of the Month September 2009 Cucurbitaceae

Cucurbitaceae are a large family of

plants consisting of nearly 120 genera
and over 800 species. In its non-

succulent form this family produces

many important food crops including

melons, cucumbers, pumpkins, and
squash. This plant family has genera
that have been grown for over 10,000
years. It should be no surprise then that
the succulent form of this family gene-

rates a vine that emerges from a caudex
root system that ultimately forms un-

isexual flower.

Many of the more collectable cucurbits
are tropical caudiciforms, requiring
warm weather for growth, and sensitive
to cold and wet. Typical growth habits
start with a fast growing vine starting in
late spring to early summer, ending
growth in late September or October.
When the vines die back, they can be cut
off, and the caudex removed to a garage
or basement for winter storage. Most
succulent cucurbitaceae are very vigor-
ous growers and will grow much faster
and better if given free root run.

One of the rarest of succulentfisn-
drosicyos socotranaa tree cucumber
from the Island oBSocotra. Thisisland,
off the coast of Yemen isnown for its
endemic species and bizaplant life. It

is an Indian Ocean equivalentttee Ga-
lapagos Islands. This monotypic species
has a large trunk reaching to 20 feet tall
and 3feet in diameter, and prickly
leaves.

Another rare and beautiful cucurbit is
Seyrigia humberti, from a genus found
only inMadagascar. In has a small cau

dex, with blue green felt covered stems
growing like very thick grass. Also from
Madagascar i¥erosicyos.There are

four species associated with this genus,
the most common of which Kerosi-
cyosdanguyi This species has quarter
sized glaucus green leaves widely spaced
on sprawling stems. It is relatively easy
to grow, as long as it is kept dry in win-
ter and not allowed to get much below
40 degrees.

One of the newest Cucurbits to enter
cultivation isOdosycios bossera cau-
diciform species from Madagascar.

Momordica is a medium sized genus
from the old world tropics with about 60
species, some of which form caudices.
The most popular iMomordica rostrata
which forms a pleated cone. Climbing
vines start from the tip of caudex, grow
through the summer, and die back in the
fall. Also from the old world tropicsis
Kedrostis,a genus of about 35 species,
the most common of which ksedrostis
africana, a caudiciform plant that is
found in many collections. Similar to
Kedrostisis Gerrardanthus differing
onlyin the fruits and details of the
climbing tendrils. Both genera have sev-
eral members that form very large cau-
dices. They are rampant growers, and do
well in the ground during the growing
season. Gerrardanthus macrorhizusis
found in South African. The caudex
from which the vine grows can, in habi-
tat, grow up to 5 feet in diameter which
the vine reaches 30 feet in lengihhis
plant requires partial shade and fast
draining soil.



Caudiciform Succulent of the Month September 2009 Cucurbitaceae
(continued)

Female Gerrardanthus macrohizus

The new world equivalent t¢edrostis
andGerrardanthuss Ibervillea, with
several species known, and with new
species being found in the jungles of
Southern Mexico and Central America.
Ibervillea sonoraeandlbervillea tenui-
sectaare both readily available and easi-
ly grown. They form light gray elongated
caudices. Like the African species, they
won't tolerate cold, damp roots for long.

Ibervillea sonorar

Other less common members of the fam-
ily include Anisospermdrom Brazil,
Cephalopentandr&rom Tropical Africa,
Ceratosanthefrom the Caribbean and
South AmericaCocciniafrom Africa

and AsiaCorallocarpusalso from Afri-
ca and AsiaCyclantheropsisrom Afri-
ca and Madagascdtureiandrafrom
Africa and SocotrdNeoalsomitrarom
India to AustraliaTelfairia andTro-
chomeriafrom Africa, Zehneriafrom

the Old World Tropics, andygosicyos
from Madagascar. Continuing explora-
tion of the tropical forests of Africa,

Asia and the Americas will bring new
genus and species to the collector.

References:

G. Rowley,Name that Succulent

G. Rowley

Caudiciform and Pachycaul Succu-
lents

A. Sajeva and M. Costanzo,
Succulents, The lllustrated Dictionary

Tom Glavich March 2002
Edited, Steve Frieze September 2009
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Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society
Mentor Information

Are willing to mentor a new succulent enthusiast? If so, please provide the following
information so that we match new members with others who share their interests.

In what specific succulent families and genera do y ou specialize?

In what areas are you willing to share your experie  nce and expertise?

______ Propagating _______Staging plants for display
___Hybridizing ____ Pests and pesticides
______Transplanting and pruning _______Troubleshooting
______Soil mixes ______ Other

Are you willing to invite LACSS members to you home to see your collection?

Name:

Address:

Email:

Telephone:

Thank you!
Please email or give this form to Roxie Esterle (  roxie.esterle@gmail.com ) who
will compile and distribute the information.




General Meeting starts at 7:30 PM on the first Thursday of the month at the Sepulveda Garden Center
located at 16633 Magnolia Blvd. in Encino between Hayvenhurst and Balboa.
Set-up and social hour starts at 6:30 PM.

Bring a smile! Make new friends! GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!

Visit Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society ONLINE at wwwelaTss.
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Newsletter of the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Sety



