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The Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society is a non-profit organization. Since 1935 our purpose has been the education, conservation, &
study of cacti & succulents. The “ Cactus Chronicle’ is the official bulletin of the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society, an affiliate of the
Cactus & Succulent Society of America, Inc. Any material in the “ Cactus Chronicl€’ may be copied or reproduced by other clubs on our
mailing list, or any non-profit organization, provided proper credit is given to the author and the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society.

Robin Parer

Our featured speaker for our April program will be Robin Parer. Robin Parer is an Australian born horticulturist who
lectures frequently to garden groups and societies throughout the United States. She has appeared in several
Horticulture Magazine Symposiums in various parts of the country, and has spoken at the Northwest Flower and
Garden Show in Seattle, the San Francisco Flower and Garden Show and the Middleburg, VA, Horticultural
Symposium. She has lectured in South Africa, England, Australia, as well as the East and West Coasts. She has
also written numerous articles on the Geranium Family including an article for Horticulture Magazine. She has also
been featured in Martha Stewart Living magazine, Sunset magazine, The New York Times, House and Garden
Magazine, as well as having appeared in many other newspaper and magazine articles.

Robin Parer has owned and operated Geraniaceae Nursery in Marin County near San Francisco, California for the
past twenty-six years, and has collected and propagated over 500 geranium species, selected color forms and
hybrids. She also has a large collection of erodium species, scented leaf pelargonium, angel and pansy face
pelargonium and pelargonium species from Southern Africa. She has traveled widely, collecting both in the field, and
from nurseries in the U.K., Europe, South America, Southern Africa and Australasia. She is a regular participant in
the San Francisco Flower and Garden Show. She has won Best of Show several times for her Marketplace Exhibit,
and has also received an Outstanding Marketing Presentation Award. She has also received an Annual Award from
The California Horticultural Society for Outstanding and Meritorious Contributions to Horticulture in California.

Specimen plants from her collection of Geraniaceae are displayed in a one acre demonstration garden along with a
collection of perennial flowering shrubs, and garden sculpture by local artists. The garden and nursery are open by
appointment. Visit www.geraniaceae.com for information.

! #
Rebutia or Sulcorebutia Lithops Non-Madagascan Euphorbias

Bring to meeting plants you'd like to show off! As usual if you have that plant you just have to
share as it is pretty, or in flower or rare, or you have identification questions or problems with
pests or disease, bring it along for our discussion table!
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PLANTSFOR THE YEAR 2009

LOSANGELESCACTUSAND SUCCULENT SOCIETY

Month Cacti Succulents Succulents (Caudicifor m)
January None None None
. . Sarcocaulon, Pelargonium,
February Gymnocalycium Aloe & Aloe Hybrids Begonia, Oxalis
Mammillaria clusters— Haworthias and Haworthia
March straight or hooked spine— hvbri Caudex succulents from Baja
. ybrids
pots less than 7 inches
April Rebutia or Sulcorebutia Lithops Non-Madagascan Euphorbias
May Ariocarpus Gasteria Adenia
June Espostoa and Oreocereus Agave Ficus or Bombax
July Echinocereus Stapelia or Caralluma Pachypodium (non-Madagascan)
August Opuntia Lithops, Conophytum, Faucaria Euphorbia caudiciform
. . . . Curcurbitaceae (Corallocarpus,
September Opuntia (no Tephrocactus) Echeveria or Echeveria hybrids Gerrardanthus, Ibervilla, Kedrostis)
October Notocactus (new name Parodia) Dyckias or Dyckia hybrids Ipomea
November Ferocactus Sans_ev_lerla or Tylecodon
Sansevieria hybrids
December Annual Holiday Party

Entry Classes: All new members, new to the hobby, should enter plants in the Novice class. Novices must move to the
Advanced class after they have won atotal of 40 firgt place awards in the Plant of the Month competition. Individualswho own a
nursery are required to enter in the Open class. Although it isnot advised, LACSS members are free to enter a plant in the Open

class at any time.

Prizes. All prizesare awarded at the Holiday Celebration in December. Trophies are awarded by entry class for those members
who scored the most pointsin either the cacti or combined succulent categories. In the Novice and Advanced classes the top
three scorers in each of the plant categories will also receive a prize (typically a plant). These prizes are awarded based on the
total number of point scored during the year. Finally, atrophy is awarded to the members, regardless of class, who has earned
the most point in the cactus or two succulent categories during the prior year.
Entry Requirements: All entrants must be LACSS members. Members arerestricted to two plants per entry category per
month —atotal of six plants. In the Advanced and Open Classes, members must have been in possession of their plants for a
least one year. Those members showing in the Novice class may immediately enter arecently obtained plant. You can only
enter plants that conform to the Plant of the Month schedul e described above.

Judging Scale Points Awar ded
Condition 50% Firg 5
Size and Maturity 25% Second 3
Staging 20% Third 1
Nomenclature 5%

Flowering plants and therarity of the entry are two additiona criteria Judges employ in determining winners.

1. Reminder to al Vendors—the sales area in the back of the room is limited to 2 flats per vendor please.
2. Lost and found: A Haworthia in a square pinkish pot was left at the front of the room in the

REMINDERS

Plant of the Month area. Artie will bring it to the April Meeting.

3. We were notified that there are no dogs allowed in L A City facilities.
4. Please remember to wear your name badges.




L os Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society
Cacti of the Month April 2009 — Rebutia and Sulcorebutia

Rebutia and
Sulcorebutia are
both genera from the
highlands of Bolivia
and Northern
Argentina. They are
similar in
appearance, in
habitat and culture.
Coming from high
dtitudes, they are
both tolerant of cold,
and if dry, can be left
out in al wesather.
The populations of
Sulcorebutia and
Rebutia overlap, but
they no natura

Argentina

hybrids are known.

There has been debate from the start on
whether or not Sulcorebutia and Rebutia are
the same genus. (Current thinking is that they
are.) The issue will ultimately be settled by
genetic studies. For the present they are treated
as separate genera, and they appear this way in
amost all references, catalogs and show
schedules. Both genera cover large dtitude
ranges, and many species are so variable that
collections from nearby populations or even the
same population at different times have been
given different names. There are far more
names than species. The books by John
Pilbeam help make sense of the species and
varieties.

Both genera are easly grown. They are
dormant in winter, and start to grow in late
March or April. They flower from April
through June, with the peak flowering period
varying from year to year depending on the
weather. Two flowering cycles are common in
cultivation in California. The flowers are aimost
always numerous, and vary in color from purple

and red through orange to yellow. They do
well in normal compost, and grow best with
steady fertilization, when in active growth.
They are both attractive to spider mites
(Sulcorebutia more so, particularly the ones
with few spines.) Damage can be prevented by
frequent inspection, and a weekly, forceful wash
down with water.

Propagation from offsets is easy. The offsets
should be cut off, left to dry for afew days, and
then replanted. Very small offsets can be
successfully rooted. Seed is easy to germinate,
but is short lived. .

e
Sulcorebutia rauschii entered in the 2001
Intercity Show by D. & E. Tufenkian
Photo T. Nomer
References
John Pilbeam, Rebutia
John Pilbeam, Sulcorebutia and Weingartia
John Pilbeam, Cacti for the Connoisseur

March 2005 Tom Glavich
Edited by Steven Frieze, 2009
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X L ACSS 2009 Calendar of Events

x\ April 10th-15th—CSSA Convention, Westin La Paloma Resort & Spa, Tucson, AZ..

For more info, go to www.cssainc.org
Q%‘ April 18th, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm—South Coast Botanic Garden Annual Plant Sale. Free admission.
@\‘\ Visit http://www.southcoastbotanicgarden.org/annualplantsales. html
x April 18th& 19th—Green Scene Plant Sale at Fullerton Arboretum 1900 Associated Road,
Fullerton, CA 92831.

@\\Q April 29th—Desert Creations Pre-Y ear Sales Event and Silent Auction. 9:AM—5:PM
15914 Rayen Street, North Hills California 91343 Contact (818) 482-8795.

@% May 2nd & 3rd—Sunset Cactus & Succulent Society Show & Sale. Veterans Memorial Center,
Garden Room, 4117 Overland Ave., Culver City, CA Info: 310-822-1783.

May 3rd—South Bay Epiphyllum Society Show & Sale -9am to 4pm South Coast Botanical Gar-
dens. Info: 310-833-6823.

May 17th— Huntington Plant Sale 10:00 am to 5:00 pm at Huntington Botanical Gardens,
1151 Oxford Rd., San Marino. Info: 626-405-2160.

May 17th—Epiphyllum Society Show & Sale at Los Angeles County Arboretum, Arcadia, CA.
%\, Info. 310-670.8148,

§ Please contact me at dyn2sr5@earthlink.net if any information is incorrect or you have something
to add.
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Welcome to you, theindoor cactus grower! Grow your first cactus!

Given the advance of climate change now is the time to invest in your indoor cactus garden. A few decades from now it may
even be possible to grow your cacti outside in the northern hemisphere, for now though we will concentrate on just the
windowsill. There are five fundamenta parts to growing healthy cacti, sail, light, watering, nutrients and proper handling during
the dormant stage of the cactus.

Ao ddddddddddddaaaad

To get you started you will need a pot and sandy soil, remember although these plants evolved in a nutrient poor environment,
they till require nutrientsin order to survive and bloom.

Soil—To prepare your sandy soil you will need the following: 1 part soil 1part builder’'ssand % part coarse perlite

Light—Y our cactus garden will benefit from exposure to sunlight. The rule of thumb isthe more light the better it is for your
cacti so make sure that windowsill is facing south. If thisisnot possible then use plant lights. They should be 4 to 6 inches above
your cactus garden and remain on from 10am to midnight.

Water—Y our indoor cactus garden wills only requiring watering once a week in the summer. Thisisthe growing season for
cacti. Do not over water asthis can kill your poor cactus. During the dormant winter months, October through to March you
should only water once every three to four weeks. Asthe growing season approachesin April increase your watering gradually.
Use tepid water, remember where these plants originate, using cold water will shock your poor plants roots. Asthe summer
progresses water your cactuswell, water should drain out of the hole in the pot. Do not allow it to stand in a pool of water
though; thiswill almost certainly result in a dead cactus.

Next Month: Grow your first cactus : Nutrients and Dormancy! Courtesy of www.egreenfingers.com



http://www.cssainc.org
http://www.southcoastbotanicgarden.org/annualplantsales.html
http://www.egreenfingers.com
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http://www.egreenfingers.com

L os Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society
Succulent of the Month April 2009 — Lithops

Lithops are intriguing plants that originate from
South Africa and Namibia. In habitat they are
accustomed to long periods of drought and
extremely hot conditions. Popularly known as
“living stones’ due to their resemblance to
polished pebbles, these plants are so well
camouflaged in habitat that animals are unable
to detect them.

Lithops are actually a pair of leaves that have
adapted to their environment in a unique
manner. In order to preserve moisture — most
plants receive little or no rainfall for extended
periods of time — they have lost the typical leaf
appearance and instead have evolved a smooth
rounded appearance, hence thelr association
with stones or pebbles.
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Lithops pseudotruncatella v. elisabethiae

The rounded stone-like appearance also helps
protect them as afood source. In habitat,
Lithops are well adapted also because they
imitate the surrounding colors and soil texture.

They may be virtualy invisible at times.

Most lithops produce flower, typically in the
spring or early fall. The yellow and white
flowers are daisy-like and appear in the top of
each lithop head as shown in at the left.

Lithops are available from many cactus and
succulent nurseries and can be capable grown
with allittle care and concern. The three biggest
problems associated with growing lithops are
overwatering, poor ventilation, and impatience.
Place your collection in a south facing locaton
under protected conditions (greenhouse or
window sill). Make sure that there is adequate
air flow and lots of light. The ideal spot for
growing lithops is in a protected area that is
south facing. Lithops are notoriousdy slow
growing, so don't expect your plant to grow
quickly.

Make sure that you stop watering your plants
sometime in late fall til mid spring (when the
nights start to warm up). During the spring,
lithops will generate a new body, consuming the
moisture and nutrients from the old “leaves’

Steven Frieze, 2009



L os Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society
Succulent of the Month April 2009 — Non-Madagascan Caudiciform Euphorbias

Euphorbias ae among the most
successful of the plant families, covering
an amazing geographica and
environmental range. In horticulture,
they span the range from English Garden
plants to trees, stem succulents,
geophytic miniatures, to medusoid
globulars to caudiciforms.

Although this month we are interested
only in those plants that come from
Africa, there are a number of species that
originate in Madagascar. Caudiciform
plants use a swollen base or root to store
water and nutrients through dry periods
that may be from several months to
severd yearslong. When the rains finally
arrive, the stored water and energy give
them a head start over the surrounding
vegetation.

Although many caudiciform Euphorbias
are very easy to grow, with the swollen
root making them very tolerant of under
watering, some are very difficult, turning
immediately to mush when over watered,
or watered out of season. Care must be
given in watering, keeping them warm
and wet while growing, and cooler and
dry when dormant. Euphorbias from
tropical areas (Madagascar, and centra
Africa) are particularly prone to rot if left
cold and damp while dormant.
Protection in a greenhouse, or even a
garage for a month or two in the middle
of the winter will greatly increase the
survival rate.

Most caudiciform Euphorbias are easy to
propagate. The green stems can be
removed, left to dry for at least week or
even a bit more, and then replanted. The
newly planted stems take a few weeks to
establish, and then start growing.

Some cuttings will not form caudexes
unless double cut. Once growth is
strong, the top of the green shoot needs
to be cut off again to force the plant to
start a caudex. Some species form a
perfectly symmetrical caudex when
grown from seed, but form distorted (but
often more interesting) caudexes when
grown from cuttings.

In collections or when entered into
shows, the caudexes of these plant are
often raised above the soil line to expose
the intricate and exotic root system that
are typically submerged in habitat. Once
exposed, the caudex will no longer grow
or expand.

Euphorbia knuthii

Tom Glavich May 2003
Edited by Steven Frieze, 2009
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Desert Creations

UNIQUE AND HARD TO FIND
Succulents and Cactli

Saturday - April 25, 2009
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM



PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

The March meeting was a great start to the New Year!! We had close to 70 members attend with a few faces that we have not
seen in awhile. We had 2 new members and 4 guests. Tom Glavich gave awonderful overview of the genus Haworthia.
We seem also to have had aresurgence in the participation in the Plant of the Month competition. There were over 30 entries,

with representation in all 3 classes. | hope we can continue this success!! As a group we are able to learn much more with
participation from everyone.

Its not too early to start thinking about your display for the L A show in June, pleasetalk to Sandy or Joyce at the next meeting.
On to the business of the club, we are in need of alittle help from the general membership. We are in search of some membersto
take on a more active role in the club. We need help with the LACSS show publicity, refreshments, and new member
committees. If you areinterested in helping or have any suggestions for the club, please feel free to contact me.

Thanks!! See you at the next meeting and bring a friend!!

2009 Club Officials and Officers

818/ 363-3432
805/ 523-1389
818 /892-1669
626 / 359-0133
661 / 265-9179
818/ 985-5887
661 / 260-1404

President— Artie Chavez

VP Programs— John Martinez

VP P.O.M.- Steven Frieze

VP Special Events- Douglas George
Treasurer- Ron Main

Secretary- Helen Frank

Directors— I. Efren Flores

cactus7@socal.rr.com
jwm5555@sbcglobal.net
sfrieze@csudh.edu
doug_w_george@hotmail.com
ron@mwicom.net
helen.frank@adelphia.net

Il. Roxie Esterle
Librarian- Joyce Schumann
Cactus Chronicle Editor- Liz Tungate
Membership Chair-Sandy Chase
Publication Chairman— John Matthews
CSSA Rep.- Douglas George

818/907-1903
818/ 705-3224
818/ 891-0330
818/ 367-0864
661/ 297-5364
626 / 359-0133

esterle@sbcglobal.net
ropojo@pacbell.net
dyn2sr5@earthlink.net

jgmplants@aol.com
doug_w_george@hotmail.com

Gardening Tipsfor April 2009

Plant warm-season vegetabl es including cantal oupe (muskmelon), okra, Southern peas, sweet potatoes, watermelon, green beans,
corn, tomatoes, peppers, summer and winter squash, cucumber, amaranth, Malabar greens and eggplant. Plant caladiums.
Fertilize lawns after you have mowed the grass (not weeds) twice. Avoid combination weed-and-feed products. The timeto be
weeding is not thetime to be feeding in spring. Plant trees and shrubs if they are container grown or balled-and-burlapped.
Fertilize spring blooming shrubs. Check plantsfor insect pests, including aphids and caterpillars. The presence of a pest doesn®
always warrant a spray. Remove spent flowers on annuals, trim back excessive growth and apply fertilizer.

LACSS MEMBERSHIP FORM 2009
Single membership O $15/yr O $7.50 1/2 yr (after June) Family membership O $20/yr O $10 1/2 yr (after June)

* |f you opt for email, you will get a plastic badge.

Name: Phone: Fax:

Names of Additional Members:

Address: City, State & Zip:

Email: O Check if you want your newsletter by Email *
Birth Day Anniversary Date

O Check if you want your newsletter by U.S. Mail.

Please make check out to “L ACSS” and send this form along with check or money order to:
LACSS, P.O. Box 280581, Northridge, CA 91328




General Meeting starts at 7:30 PM on the first Thursday of the month at the Sepulveda Garden Center
located at 16633 Magnolia Blvd. in Encino between Hayvenhurst and Balboa.
Set-up and social hour starts at 6:30 PM.

Bring a smile! Make new friends! GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!

Visit Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society ONLINE at www.lacss.com
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