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The Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society is a non-profit organization. Since 1935 our purpose has been the education, conservation, &
study of cacti & succulents. The “ Cactus Chronicle’ is the official bulletin of the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society, an affiliate of the
Cactus & Succulent Society of America, Inc. Any material in the “ Cactus Chronicl€’ may be copied or reproduced by other clubs on our
mailing list, or any non-profit organization, provided proper credit is given to the author and the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society.

Artie Chavez and Steven Frieze

Our featured speakers for our July program will be Artie Chavez & Steven Frieze, two of the clubs most
long-standing members. "The Art of Staging” will be a workshop in the art of staging your plants. Artie
and Steven have a combined 50 years of experience in growing and staging succulents and cacti. Each
has won numerous ribbons, rosettes, and trophies in Southern California shows. Artie will focus his efforts
on preparing and staging succulents while Steven will concentrate on cacti.

So exactly what is staging? Its roots (to use an appropriate pun) are in the practice of Bonsai. One of the
purposes of staging is display plants as they might exist in habitat. Further staging help accentuate the
best quality of the specimen; a well staged plant should look dramatically different when lifted from its
original pot and placed into a “show pot”. A well staged plant will present the best features of the plant to
the observer. Certainly, staging your plants assist in when competitively exhibiting your collection; staging
should comprise only 5 to 10 percent of the total value of a judges’ assessment in theory but often the
staging will subtly or otherwise influence the way a plant is viewed.

It should be noted that the application of Bonsai techniques to the presentation of a plant is a uniquely
American phenomenon. In other countries plants are typically displayed in the plastic or ceramic
containers they are purchased in.

The workshop will consist of a series of demonstrations. Artie and Steven will stage plants supplied by
members for the workshop potentially creating a winner as you observe and learn. Discussions of when to
repot your plants and what tools and materials are necessary to successfully accomplish your staging
needs will accompany the demonstrations. The importance of choosing the right pot (selecting a pot that
is too large or too small can make a large difference in how the plant is perceived by others) and why that
is critical in staging will be addressed as well as the importance of selecting the appropriate top dressing
and/or rocks. For those members wishing to have plants staged please notify Artie or Steven at the
beginning of the meeting.

|
Echinocereus Stapelia or Caralluma Pachypodium (non-Madagascan)

Bring to meeting plants you'd like to show off! As usual if you have that plant you just have to share as it is pretty, or in flower or
rare, or you have identification questions or problems with pests or disease, bring it along for our discussion table!
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PLANTSFOR THE YEAR 2009
LOSANGELESCACTUSAND SUCCULENT SOCIETY

Month Cacti Succulents Succulents (Caudicifor m)
January None None None
February Gymnocalycium Aloe & Aloe Hybrids Sarcocaulon, Pelargonium,

Begonia, Oxalis

Mammillaria clusters— Haworthias and Haworthia

March straight or hooked spine— . Caudex succulents from Baja
. hybrids
pots less than 7 inches

April Rebutia or Sulcorebutia Lithops Non-Madagascan Euphorbias

May Ariocarpus Gasteria Adenia

June Espostoa and Oreocereus Agave Ficus or Bombax

July Echinocereus Stapelia or Caralluma Pachypodium (non-Madagascan)
August Opuntia Lithops, Conophytum, Faucaria Euphorbia caudiciform

September Opuntia (no Tephrocactus) Echeveria or Echeveria hybrids Curcurbitaceae (Corallocarpus,

Gerrardanthus, Ibervilla, Kedrostis)

October Notocactus (new name Parodia) Dyckias or Dyckia hybrids Ipomea

Sansevieria or

November Ferocactus Sansevieria hybrids

Tylecodon

December Annual Holiday Party

Entry Classes: All new members, new to the hobby, should enter plants in the Novice class. Novices must move to the
Advanced class after they have won atotal of 40 firgt place awards in the Plant of the Month competition. Individualswho own a
nursery are required to enter in the Open class. Although it isnot advised, LACSS members are free to enter a plant in the Open
class at any time.

Prizes. All prizesare awarded at the Holiday Celebration in December. Trophies are awarded by entry class for those members
who scored the most pointsin either the cacti or combined succulent categories. In the Novice and Advanced classes the top
three scorers in each of the plant categories will also receive a prize (typically a plant). These prizes are awarded based on the
total number of point scored during the year. Finally, atrophy is awarded to the members, regardless of class, who has earned
the most point in the cactus or two succulent categories during the prior year.

Entry Requirements: All entrants must be LACSS members. Members arerestricted to two plants per entry category per
month —atotal of six plants. In the Advanced and Open Classes, members must have been in possession of their plants for a
least one year. Those members showing in the Novice class may immediately enter arecently obtained plant. You can only
enter plants that conform to the Plant of the Month schedul e described above.

Judging Scale Points Awar ded
Condition 50% Firg 5
Size and Maturity 25% Second 3
Staging 20% Third 1
Nomenclature 5%

Flowering plants and therarity of the entry are two additiona criteria Judges employ in determining winners.
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None

First Barbara Nolan |Espostoa sp.

None

None

First Doug George |Agave victoriae regiane

Second [Barbara Hall |Agave Kichiokan

Second [John Mathews [Agave lophantha variegated

Third John Mathews [Agave victoriae regiane

None

None

First Barbara Nolan |Ficus sp.

Second [Barbara Nolan [Ficus palmeri

Second [Barbara Nolan [Bombax elipticum

Third Barbara Nolan |Bombax elipticum

None
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L ACSS 2009 Calendar of Events

July 24th-26th—Orange County Summer Show & Sale —At the Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated Rd.,
Fullerton, CA. SHOW AND SALE FRI 12pm to 4pm SAT. & SUN. 10am to 4pm. INFO. 714-870-4887

August 15th & 16th—24" Annual Intercity Show & Sale-LA County Arboretum, 301 No. Baldwin Ave.,
Arcadia, CA. INFO. CALL TOM GLAVICH AT 626-798-2430 or BARBARA HALL AT 818-368-6914

August 29th—Huntington Botanical Gardens Succulent Symposium, ALL DAY AT THE HUNTINGTON.

September 27th—Long Beach Cactus Club Annual Plant Auction, 18127 So Alameda St., Rancho Dominguez,
CA--12PM

November 7th & 8th—San Gabriel Valley Cactus & Succulent Society Show & Sale---LA County Arboretum
address above

December 5th & 6th—Orange County Show & Sale at the Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated Rd.,
Fullerton, CA 92831SHOW AND SALE OPEN FROM 10AM TO 4PM, FOR INFO. CALL 714-870-4887

dyn2sr5@earthlink.net
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L os Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society
Cacti of the Month July 2009 - Echinocereus

Vince Basta's Echinocereus baileyi shown in
the 15" Inter City Show

Echinocereus species can be found throughout
the Western United States, and the range of
species stretches through the American west and
through Northern and Central Mexico to about
Mexico City. As might be expected from a genus
covering such a large range, Echinocereus are
extremely varied in form, ranging from nearly
spineless green balls such as E. knippelianus, to
very spiny short columnar species such as E.
engelmannii, to pencil thin sticks such a E.
poselgeri.

In general, Echinocereus is an under appreciated
genus. Most growers have one or two, but
having killed a few in their early collecting days,
usually because of over watering, concentrate on
other genera. Most of the species are in fact easy
to grow. Many of the species are quite variable,
and exhibit different spination and flower colors
depending on the local environment. As aresult,
alarge number of species were named. These are
being reduced to a more conservative 30 to 50
gpecies. The varieties and local growth forms
provide an enormous range of interesting plants
to grow.

Most Echinocereus have spectacular flowers,
giving rise to such common names as Claret Cup,
Strawberry Cactus, Calico Cactus. These
common names are often attached to more than
one species. Echinocereus flowers erupt through
the skin, leaving scars. Offsets aso erupt
through the skin.

Propagation from cuttings is relatively easy, but
attention needs to cleanliness is important. Use
of Rootone, or another rooting compound
containing a fungicide helps ensure success.
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Echinocereus, pectinatus v. rubispinu
Tom Glavich, May 2004

Edited by Steven Frieze, 2009
Photos T. Nomer



2009 L ACSS Show and Sale

The came... They saw...They oohed... They aahed... They voted... They bought plants... They said they would be back next
year.

Firg, | have to say that without the commitment of our members who contribute their time, energy, and know-how, this event
would not happen. Our thanks and gratitude to all of youl!

We thank all the participantsin the Show displays for their imagination and presentation. Their willingnessto devote
considerable time for planning and preparation is further evidence of their commitment to the world of cacti and succulents. The
public voting format was utilized again and seems to be working to engage our visitors on alevel they had not expected. Many
commented on how effective it was and that they left knowing more about cacti and succulents. Each of the visitors was
rewarded with an “1 Voted” sticker for their participation. Congratulations to the display winners:

Firg Place— Open Peter Walkowiak

Second Place — Open Desert Creations (Steve Frieze and Artie Chavez)
Third Place— Open Patty and Rene Caro

Firg Place— Novice/Advanced Manny Rivera

Second Place — Novice/Advanced Sandy Chase

Third Place— Novice/Advanced Douglas George

Each winner was awarded a plaque and a cash prize.

The“Meet and Greet” crew (often known as the Hospitality table) not only provided enthusiastic greetings and information
handouts, they set the tone for the event. Their effortsresulted in several visitorsjoining LACSS. Wethank Roxie Esterle,
Helen Frank, Ronit Weiss, Richard Roosman, Barbara Hall, Barbara Nolan, Bridgette Williams, Nils Schirrmacher, and Joan
Citron for their dedication in getting the public involved.

The Sale areawas a bee hive of activity, offering afull spectrum of well staged plants for beginnersthru serious collectors.
There was something for everyone. Thanksto Matt Maggio, Duke& Kaz Benedom, Peter Walkowaik, Patty & Rene Caro, Cliff
& LindaMeng, Mick Gottschalk, Steve Frieze, Artie Chavez, Erica & Al VanAuker, John Matthews, Chris Rogers, Tim Harvey,
Bill Hagblom, and Jim & Roberta Hannafor their good humor in the face of so much work.

Other club members, such as John Martinez, Bob Coleman, & Phyllis Frieze added their energy to the smooth running of the
show and sdle. Wethank al of you.

The Saturday evening Bar-B-Q dinner was well attended as was the after-dinner auction. The auction plant offerings just seem
to be getting better and better. Rare, unusual, and amust-have for several bidders. The club benefits from this auction and this
year was no exception. Thanksto Tim Harvey and Steve Frieze for their informative, insightful, and entertaining presentation of
the auction plants.

We engaged afood vendor to provide lunch for our vendors and vol unteers with the hope that the public would take advantage
of the snack/drink opportunity and stay and browse longer. We are waiting for feedback on that option and hope that you will
offer your thoughts regarding the food vendor vs the sandwich tray, as before.

We want to thank the Bromeliad Society for providing breakfast for all of us on both days. They always get us off to a good
start!

And a special thanksto Mary Carrall, who not only set up the continental breakfast but also spent many hoursin the kitchen each
day. Wewill never forget her quichel

Our apologies to anyone who was not recognized. Your efforts are appreciated.

In closing, to everyone who participated, for a job well done, and for ensuring that the 2009 Show and Sale was a success — SEE
YOU NEXT YEAR!

On behalf of the Show Chairs: Sandy Chase and Joyce Schumann




L os Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society
Succulent of the Month July 2009 - Stapelia and Caralluma

Stapelia and Caraluma are members of the
Asclepiadaceae subfamily (formerly the family) of
the Apocynaceae family (Bruyns, 2000). Both of
these plants are described as stem succulents that
belong to the Stepeliae tribe. They produce
strong smelling flowers that are characterized as
“carrion” with respect to their odor. The
fragrance of the plants is linked to an intricate
pollination mechanism that begins with the flies
and other insects that are attracted to the flowers
and that ultimately pollinate the flowers. The
subfamily name is derived from the type genus
Asclepias (milkweeds). In addition to their
unigue floral fragrances, the flowers generated by
these genera are also idiosyncratic with respect to
their shapes, textures, and color combinations
and are popularly called “starfish” flower plants.

Stapelia gigantea

Flowers are relatively short lived although in
cultivation that have been known to sustain
themselves for a few days. In good growing
conditions, a sequential set of flowers are formed
from the stems.

Propagation is relatively easily accomplished
from cuttings or offsets that may be rooted in
pumice. The use of arooting compound such as
Rootone (contains a fungicide) encourages
successful propagation.

Stepelias and Carallumas should be grown in
normal well drained cactus soil and watered
thoroughly during the growing season. Mealy
bugs can be an especidly difficult problem with
these two plants if an infestation takes hold.
Preventive measures are a necessary and prudent

step.

The natural habitat for Stapelias and Carallumas
is Africa. Stapelias are typicaly found in the arid
regions of tropical and southern parts of the
continent. Over forty species can be located in
Botswana, Zimbabwe, Namibia, and South
Africa. They are also found in norther Zambia ,
southern Malawi, and central Mozambique

Caralluma

L Y
rana

Steven Frieze, 2009



ATTENTION! Inter-city Show T-shirts are now available. The design is similar to the flyer and the background color
is ecru (beige). Sizes available are S-M-L-XL-XXL-XXXL. Sorry but woman'’s sizes were not possible this year. There
are fewer shirts available this year so don®miss out. They are only $5 (unless you wait until the Inter-city show then
they are $10). Those who reserve a shirt with me (John Matthews) will be guaranteed their selection. Sign the T-shirt
list at a club meeting or call me at 661-297-5364

Show fliers, schedules, and entry tags, and volunteer & clerk signups will be available at the next two LACSS meet-
ings. Hopefully color versions of the show schedule and show newsletter can be put on our website. If not, they are
viewable on www.sgvcss.com. Don®forget to start getting your favorite plants ready for the show. Remember there
are novice, advanced, and open categories so everyone should feel comfortable entering something in the show.

Further information: www.sgvcss.com/intercity2009 newletter.pdf



http://www.sgvcss.com
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L os Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society
Caudiciform Succulent of the Month July 2009
Non-M adagacan Pachypodiums

Pachypodiums are members of the Apocynaceae
or Periwinkle family, and are most closely related
to Adenium, and more distantly to Oleander and
Plumeria.  Pachypodium are native to only
Southern Africa and Madagascar. There are
more Madagascan species then there are African.
This is due to the geography of the idand of
Madagascar, with its isolated regions that
encourage the development of endemic
populations of plants, animals and insects.
Nevertheless, the species found in Africa are
varied and substantial offering exotic specimen of
quality

African Pachypodiums are generally easier, and
are more tolerant of cold and wet than ther
M adagascan cousins.

Propagation of either the Madagascan or African
gpecies is easy from seed. Seeds are sSimply
placed on good wet potting soil, and germination
generally occurs within a week. Seeds should be
sown in the spring to mid-summer (the seeds are
generaly not long lived) and good results can be
obtained nearly any time of year except mid
winter.  Protection from direct sun is necessary
until the first few leaf pairs have formed, and then
gradual movement into strong light, with an
increase in feeding and water will bring quick and
strong growth.

The following describe three prominent non-
M adagascan Pachypodiums:

Pachypodium lealii is from two small regions on
the east and west coasts of South Africa. This
species has very large thick trunks. Harder to
come by than mogt, it is a beautiful species.

Pachypodium namaquanum is a favorite of
many. It is sad that this plant defines
Namagualand in the same way that the Saguaro
defines the Sonora desert. It isaso known asthe
half man, from its silhouette appearance against
the sky. Easy to grow, it often looses all its
leaves in early summer then leafs out again about
amonth later.

Pachypodium succulentum is another African
species, easy to grow, and willing to stay small
when grown in apot. It is a perfect specimen for
bonsai treatment.

Reference
G. Rowley, Pachypodium and
Adenium

Tom Glavich July 2001
Edited by Steven Frieze, 2009



Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society
Mentor Information

Are willing to mentor a new succulent enthusiast? If so, please provide the following
information so that we match new members with others who share their interests.

In what specific succulent families and genera do you specialize?

In what areas are you willing to share your experience and expertise?

______ Propagating ______Staging plants for display
_____Hybridizing ___ Pests and pesticides
_______Transplanting and pruning _______Troubleshooting
______Soil mixes ______ Other

Are you willing to invite LACSS members to you home to see your collection?

Name:

Address:

Email:

Telephone:

Thank you!
Please email or give this form to Roxie Esterle (roxie.esterle@gmail.com) who
will compile and distribute the information.




General Meeting starts at 7:30 PM on the first Thursday of the month at the Sepulveda Garden Center
located at 16633 Magnolia Blvd. in Encino between Hayvenhurst and Balboa.
Set-up and social hour starts at 6:30 PM.

Bring a smile! Make new friends! GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!

Visit Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society ONLINE at www.lacss.com
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