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The Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society is a non-profit organization. Since 1935 our purpose has been the education, conservation, &

study of cacti & succulents. The “ Cactus Chronicle’ is the official bulletin of the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society, an affiliate of the

Cactus & Succulent Society of America, Inc. Any material in the “ Cactus Chronicl€’ may be copied or reproduced by other clubs on our
mailing list, or any non-profit organization, provided proper credit is given to the author and the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society.

{-1-1.3.3.1.1.

Sepulveda Garden Center, located at 16633 Magnolia Blvd. in Encino between Hayvenhurst and Balboa.
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I "Buck Hemenway

Our featured speaker for our June program will be Buck Hemenway. "Granite Caps and Quartz
Flats Hold the Treasure of the South African Veld" will be an adventure of discovery in those
places that are home to the plants that we love to collect.

Buck and his wife, Yvonne, are deeply involved in the Cactus & Succulent hobby. Buck was
recently past president and current Show and Sale chair of the Gates C&SS and is the current
president of San Gabriel C&SS, where Yvonne is the Newsletter Editor. Buck is on the Board of
Directors of CSSA as well as Show chair. Buck and Yvonne are on BoD's of four additional plant
related non-profit organizations. They own the Prickly Palace wholesale C&S nursery which
supplies plants to retail nurseries in the Inland Empire.

You can visit their web site at www.pricklypalace.com.

Espostoa and Oreocereus Agave Ficus or Bombax

Bring to meeting plants you'd like to show off! As usual if you have that plant you just have to
share as it is pretty, or in flower or rare, or you have identification questions or problems with
pests or disease, bring it along for our discussion table!
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PLANTSFOR THE YEAR 2009
LOSANGELESCACTUSAND SUCCULENT SOCIETY

Month Cacti Succulents Succulents (Caudicifor m)
January None None None
. . Sarcocaulon, Pelargonium,
February Gymnocalycium Aloe & Aloe Hybrids Begonia, Oxalis
Mammillaria clusters— Haworthias and Haworthia
March straight or hooked spine— hvbri Caudex succulents from Baja
. ybrids
pots less than 7 inches
April Rebutia or Sulcorebutia Lithops Non-Madagascan Euphorbias
May Ariocarpus Gasteria Adenia
June Espostoa and Oreocereus Agave Ficus or Bombax
July Echinocereus Stapelia or Caralluma Pachypodium (non-Madagascan)
August Opuntia Lithops, Conophytum, Faucaria Euphorbia caudiciform
. . . . Curcurbitaceae (Corallocarpus,
September Opuntia (no Tephrocactus) Echeveria or Echeveria hybrids Gerrardanthus, Ibervilla, Kedrostis)
October Notocactus (new name Parodia) Dyckias or Dyckia hybrids Ipomea
November Ferocactus Sans_ev_lerla or Tylecodon
Sansevieria hybrids
December Annual Holiday Party

Entry Classes: All new members, new to the hobby, should enter plants in the Novice class. Novices must move to the
Advanced class after they have won atotal of 40 firgt place awards in the Plant of the Month competition. Individualswho own a
nursery are required to enter in the Open class. Although it isnot advised, LACSS members are free to enter a plant in the Open

class at any time.

Prizes. All prizesare awarded at the Holiday Celebration in December. Trophies are awarded by entry class for those members
who scored the most pointsin either the cacti or combined succulent categories. In the Novice and Advanced classes the top
three scorers in each of the plant categories will also receive a prize (typically a plant). These prizes are awarded based on the
total number of point scored during the year. Finally, atrophy is awarded to the members, regardless of class, who has earned
the most point in the cactus or two succulent categories during the prior year.
Entry Requirements: All entrants must be LACSS members. Members arerestricted to two plants per entry category per
month —atotal of six plants. In the Advanced and Open Classes, members must have been in possession of their plants for a
least one year. Those members showing in the Novice class may immediately enter arecently obtained plant. You can only
enter plants that conform to the Plant of the Month schedul e described above.

Judging Scale Points Awar ded
Condition 50% Firg 5
Size and Maturity 25% Second 3
Staging 20% Third 1
Nomenclature 5%

Flowering plants and therarity of the entry are two additiona criteria Judges employ in determining winners.

1. Reminder to all Vendors—the sales areain the back of the room is limited to 2 flats per vendor please.

RE

MINDERS

2. We were notified that there are no dogs allowed in L A City facilities.

3. Please remember to wear your name badges.




Cacti of the Month June 2009 — Espostoa and Oreocereus

Columnar cacti are not a botanicaly or
taxonomically related genera; they are instead a
grouping of all the cacti that grow in a columnar
manner. Columnar cacti vary in size from a few
inches, as in the aptly named, Pygmaeocereus to
the giants like Pachycereus and Carnegiea
(Saguaro). They are robust growers, given
adequate water, fertilizer, root room and support.
They expect more nitrogen in their soil and more
water than most globular cacti, when they are
growing. They do well in normal cactus mix, as
long as they get additional fertilization.

Espostoa melanostele

Espostoa and Orecereus are two examples of the
most hardy of these plants. Found in the
Peruvian and Ecuadorian Andes, the genus
Espostoas, can tolerate cooler temperatures and
iare a fine landscape plant in addition to a prize
gpecimen in a collection. Most species in this
genus have a prolific mass of white hair and an
extensive number of spines that are sometimes
covered by the hair. Espostoas flourish in full
sun (caution is advised in the hottest areas)

and in well drained soil.

Oreocereus is another very popular South
American columnar cactus that is found in
Bolivia and Northern Argentina. Also known as
the Old Man of the Andes, most species of
Oreocereus form prostrate cluster or bush-like
spreads of erect columns. Oreocerus celsianus
(pictured below) is a specimen that can grow to
10 feet tall and look tree-like in appearance. The
mature plant is covered with red or straw-colored
spines. The flowers produced by this plant are
red-violet.  Oreocereus doelzianus is a less
popular plant that grows in an entirely different
manner. Species of this plant reach only 3 feet
and are approximately 3 inches in diameter. This
plant forms clumps in habitat that are covered
with downy white areoles from which protrude
sharp spines. This species produces a tubular
shaped crimson flower.

References:
D C. Zappi, Pilosocereus
D. Hunt, The New Cactus Lexicon

Tom Glavich August 2004
Edited by Steven Frieze, 2009
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L ACSS 2009 Calendar of Events

June 6th & 7th—San Diego Cactus & Succulent Society Show & Sale. Balboa Park, Room 101, San Diego,

CA. INFO.--#619-477-4779.

June 13th & 14th—Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society Show & Sale. Sspulveda Garden Center,

16633 Magnolia BI., Encino, CA. SHOW INFORMATION-CALL 818-363-3432

(Continued on page 5)
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L ACSS Show & Sale
June 13th & 14th
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Calendar of Events (continued from Page 4)

June 26th-28th—CSSA Annual show & Sale —Huntington Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Rd., San Marino,
CA. 626-405-2160 or 2277 PLANTS SALES START JUNE 26™ THRU JUNE 28th.The show opens on June 27th
Thru June 28th. FREE TO THE PUBLIC

July 24th-26th—Orange County Summer Show & Sale —At the Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated Rd.,
Fullerton, CA. SHOW AND SALE FRI 12pm to 4pm SAT. & SUN. 10am to 4pm. INFO. 714-870-4887

August 15th & 16th—24" Annual Intercity Show & Sale-LA County Arboretum, 301 No. Baldwin Ave.,
Arcadia, CA. INFO. CALL TOM GLAVICH AT 626-798-2430 or BARBARA HALL AT 818-368-6914

August 29th—Huntington Botanical Gardens Succulent Symposium, ALL DAY AT THE HUNTINGTON.

September 27th—Long Beach Cactus Club Annual Plant Auction, 18127 So Alameda St., Rancho Dominguez,
CA--12PM

November 7th & 8th—San Gabriel Valley Cactus & Succulent Society Show & Sale---LA County Arboretum
address above

December 5th & 6th—Orange County Show & Sale at the Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated Rd.,
Fullerton, CA 92831SHOW AND SALE OPEN FROM 10AM TO 4PM, FOR INFO. CALL 714-870-4887
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L os Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society
Succulents of the Month June 2009 — Bombax and Ficus

Bombax ellipticum is the only member of this
genus commonly seen. The Bombaceae is a
relatively small family, which holds the genus
Bombax along with Celbia, atropical genus with
some pachycaul trees, and Adansonia, the largest
of all of the pachycauls. There are a few other
species in cultivation, but since they are tropical
and large, they are not often seen in California.

Bombax €lipticum develops a large semispherical
caudex, quickly. It isafavorite of many growers.
Each caudex is different in shape and color. They
are easlly grown, requiring only lots of fertilizer
and water during their growing season. They are
deciduous, losing all or most of their leavesin the
fall, and leafing out again fairly late in the spring.

Some of the best caudexes are produced by
abusing the growing plant and turning the pot on
its side for al or part of a growing season. This
produces the most interesting shapes, and the
best looking plants. Many growers will cut off
the trunk periodically to force new branched
growth and more growing tips. All of these help
produce the caudexes with great character that
frequently grace our shows.

The genus Ficus includes a broad groups of
plants that includes edible figs and a variety of
houseplants. Many species are succulent in nature
and have atendency to form a basal caudex.

Two of the more prominent succulent species are
Ficus petiolaris (including F. palmeriand F.
brandegeel) from Mexico, and F. vasta from east
Africaand Arabia

The succulent species of Ficus are sometimes
called rock figs because they are seen in habitat
growing on rocky cliffs or rock outcroppings.
Under these conditions the will generate a
complex root systems as the roots work their way
to the soil. They make excellent rock succulent
bonsai specimens.

Water your Ficus specimen throughout the year
especidlly in the growing season. Aswith most
succulent plants, use awell drained soil mix. The
more room aficus has to grow the faster it will
attain a mature status. Propagation of Ficusis
mostly from seeds.

References

M. & G. Irish, Agaves, Yuccas and Related
Plants

U. Eggli ed. M onocotyledons. Dicoledons

Tom Glavich July 2005
Edited by Steven Frieze, 2009



L os Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society
Succulent of the Month June 2009 - Agave

Agaves, like the Cacti, are entirely new world in
origin, athough many members have been
naturalized around the world.

Agave victoria-reginae

Agaves are native to Southern North America,
Mexico, Centra America, Northern South
America and the West Indies..

Agaves are eadslly grown from seed. Although
many of members of this genus grow very large
with age, they are particularly good looking as
seedlings, and can be kept small for many yearsin
pots. They thrive with regular feeding with any
genera purpose fertilizer. Their appearance is
best when they are cleaned regularly, with debris
removed from the leaves, and dead leaves
removed to prevent insects from making homes.
Many offset freely, and these offsets can be
removed and repotted, giving a steady supply of
small plants. Many growers keep the offsets, and
dispose of the the mother plant, keeping size,
health and condition under control.

Agave flowers are spectacular with spikes that
sometimes reach as high as 20 feet. After
flowering, the agave mother plant dies back.

The following is alist of intriguing agaves:

Agave colorata, from Sonora and Sinaloa is a
beautiful, glaucous to light gray species, with red
zones and occasional cross banding.

Agave titanota

Agave titanota from Sierra Mixteca. Full grown
at only 8 to 15 inches across, it has spectacular
brown teeth and spines.

Agave utahensis and it’s varieties grow to 10 to
20 inches across. The narrow tooth leaves have
long sharp ends. Agave utahensis var.
nevadendis is particularly beautiful when well
grown.

References
H. Gentry, The Agave Family in Sonora
M. & G. Irish, Agaves, Yuccas and Related
Plants
Tom Glavich September 2005
Edited by Steven Frieze, 2009



General Meeting starts at 7:30 PM on the first Thursday of the month at the Sepulveda Garden Center
located at 16633 Magnolia Blvd. in Encino between Hayvenhurst and Balboa.
Set-up and social hour starts at 6:30 PM.

Bring a smile! Make new friends! GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!

Visit Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society ONLINE at www.lacss.com
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