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The Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society is a non-profit organization. Since 1935 our purpose has been the education, conservation, &
study of cacti & succulents. The “ Cactus Chronicle’ is the official bulletin of the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society, an affiliate of the
Cactus & Succulent Society of America, Inc. Any material in the “ Cactus Chronicl€’ may be copied or reproduced by other clubs on our
mailing list, or any non-profit organization, provided proper credit is given to the author and the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society.

Our featured speaker for our March program will be Tom Glavich.

Tom is a long-time cactus and succulent grower. He is a member of the CSSA Board of
Directors, author of the "Beginner's Guide" column in the CSSA Newsletter “To The Point”, and
one of the co-chairs of the Intercity Cactus and Succulent Show. He grows plants from many
families, but Haworthia have always been favorites.

!
Caudex succulents from Baja

Mammillaria clusters—
straight or hooked spine—
pots less than 7 inches

Haworthias and Haworthia hybrids

Bring to meeting plants you'd like to show off! As usual if you have that plant you just have to
share as it is pretty, or in flower or rare, or you have identification questions or problems with
pests or disease, bring it along for our discussion table.
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PLANTSFOR THE YEAR 2009
LOSANGELESCACTUSAND SUCCULENT SOCIETY

Month Cacti Succulents Succulents (Caudicifor m)
January None None None
. . Sarcocaulon, Pelargonium,
February Gymnocalycium Aloe & Aloe Hybrids Begonia, Oxalis
Mammillaria clusters— Haworthias and Haworthia
March straight or hooked spine— ' Caudex succulents from Baja
. hybrids
pots less than 7 inches
April Rebutia or Sulcorebutia Lithops Non-Madagascan Euphorbias
May Ariocarpus Gasteria Adenia
June Espostoa and Oreocereus Agave Ficus or Bombax
July Echinocereus Stapelia or Caralluma Pachypodium (non-Madagascan)
August Opuntia Lithops, Conophytum, Faucaria Euphorbia caudiciform
. . . . Curcurbitaceae (Corallocarpus,
September Opuntia (no Tephrocactus) Echeveria or Echeveria hybrids Gerrardanthus, Ibervilla, Kedrostis)
October Notocactus (new name Parodia) Dyckias or Dyckia hybrids Ipomea
November Ferocactus Sans_ev_lerla or Tylecodon
Sansevieria hybrids
December Annual Holiday Party

Entry Classes: All new members, new to the hobby, should enter plants in the Novice class. Novices must move to the
Advanced class after they have won atotal of 40 firgt place awards in the Plant of the Month competition. Individualswho own a
nursery are required to enter in the Open class. Although it isnot advised, LACSS members are free to enter a plant in the Open

class at any time.

Prizes. All prizesare awarded at the Holiday Celebration in December. Trophies are awarded by entry class for those members
who scored the most pointsin either the cacti or combined succulent categories. In the Novice and Advanced classes the top
three scorers in each of the plant categories will also receive a prize (typically a plant). These prizes are awarded based on the
total number of point scored during the year. Finally, atrophy is awarded to the members, regardless of class, who has earned
the most point in the cactus or two succulent categories during the prior year.
Entry Requirements: All entrants must be LACSS members. Members arerestricted to two plants per entry category per
month —atotal of six plants. In the Advanced and Open Classes, members must have been in possession of their plants for a
least one year. Those members showing in the Novice class may immediately enter arecently obtained plant. You can only
enter plants that conform to the Plant of the Month schedul e described above.

Judging Scale Points Awar ded
Condition 50% Firg 5
Size and Maturity 25% Second 3
Staging 20% Third 1
Nomenclature 5%

Flowering plants and therarity of the entry are two additiona criteria Judges employ in determining winners.




L os Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society

Cacti of the Month March 2009 - Mammillaria Clusters
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Mammillaria is one of the larger genera in the
Cactus family, and one of the most variable,
with some members remaining as solitary
columns for their entire lives, some remaining as
fingernail size solitary globulars, some straight
spined, and some clumped and heavily spined
with hooks.

Although most Mammillaria are native to
Mexico, some species in the genus can be found
from Columbia to Kansas and California. With
this wide distribution, the cultivation
requirements obviously vary considerably. The
species from the tropics and warmer areas are
rarely tolerant of cold and damp. Those from
the drier desert regions are aso intolerant of
continued damp, but can take considerable cold.
With these restrictions aside, most Mammillaria
are easy to grow.

A Mammillaria is often one of the first cacti
that a beginning grower buys. They are ill
available, often for less than a dollar in discount
stores, and for just a bit more at loca home
centers and discount stores. A credit to the
toughness of these plants is that many survive
for years in spite of al sorts of abuse and
neglect. Many inexpensive purchases at loca
chain stores have been grown on to be become
show plants, the quality of the plant maturing
with the skill and experience of the grower. In

part because they are so generous with flowers
and seeds, and the seeds germinate so readily,
many rare species end up in unlikely places like
home centers, supermarkets, and hardware
stores.

The secrets to good growth are a continual
supply of water and fertilizer during the
growing season, strong light, intense heat, and
maintenance of a clean and insect free growing
environment. Many people starve and under
water their plants, in attempt to avoid rot.
Most Mammillaria will take quite a bit of water
and fertilizer when in growth. The main growth
period is the late spring (Middle of April,
through July.) When summer heat redly
appears growth dows for a time, picking up
again when the weather cools, before stopping
around Thanksgiving. Almost all Mammillaria
will do just fine in Southern California, with
little or no winter protection, aslong asthey are
potted in a freely draining potting mix.

References:

J. Pilbeam, Mammillaria

J. Pilbeam, Cactusfor the Connoisseur
R. Craig, The Mammillaria Handbook
C. Innes& C. Glass Cacti

Tom Glavich May 2003
Edited, Steven Frieze February 2009
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X L ACSS 2009 Calendar of Events

4

@%* March 7th and 8th, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm — South Coast Cactus and Succulent Society 2009 Show
and Sale at the South Coast Botanical Gardens, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd., Palos Verde Peninsula. For
more information contact Vendor Coordinator Jm Hanna at 562-920-3046 or Show Chair Jim

x Gardner at 310-378-1953.

x April 10th-15th—CSSA Convention, Westin La Paloma Resort & Spa, Tucson, AZ..
x For more info, go to www.cssainc.org

April 18th, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm—South Coast Botanic Garden Annual Plant Sale. Free admission.
x Visit http://www.southcoastbotanicgarden.org/annualplantsal es.html

@@\ April 18th& 19th—Green Scene Plant Sale at Fullerton Arboretum 1900 Associated Road,
@% Fullerton, CA 92831.

X May 2nd & 3rd—Sunset Cactus & Succulent Society Show & Sale. Veterans Memorial Center,
Q&\ Garden Room, 4117 Overland Ave., Culver City, CA Info: 310-822-1783.

X May 3rd—South Bay Epiphyllum Society Show & Sale -9am to 4pm South Coast Botanical Gar-
x dens. Info: 310-833-6823.

May 17th— Huntington Plant Sale 10:00 am to 5:00 pm at Huntington Botanical Gardens,
x 1151 Oxford Rd., San Marino. Info: 626-405-2160.

x May 17th—Epiphyllum Society Show & Sale at Los Angeles County Arboretum, Arcadia, CA.
Info: 310-670-8148.

SO T7777777 77777

Qx Please contact me at dyn2sr5@earthlink.net if any information is incorrect or you have something Qx
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Welcome to you, theindoor cactus grower!

You are probably fascinated by cactus and succulents. They look so fragile but are so hardy! In upcoming issues of the Chronicle,
you will be given information on how to get started on growing your own indoor cactus garden. You will also find linksto
suppliers and tips on maintaining your prized possession.

Cacti arelow maintenance plants, they are the best indoor plants requiring little attention.
So what is a cactus? Cacti can be recognized by five characteristics.
1. All cactus have spine cushions called areoles. In some types of cacti the actual spines are absent, but the cushions
neverthel ess have spines or fine hairs that have bards on their ends, called glochids. Some cacti have both spines and glochids.
2. All cacti are perennial meaning they live year after year.
3. The fruit of a cactusis berry which encloses the seeds.
4. The flower on these plantsis always attached to the top of thefruit.
5. Cacti seeds are dicotyledons. This simply means that the seed is made up of two halves just like a broad bean.
When all these characteristics are present you know you have a cactus plant.

Next Month: Grow your first cactus! Courtesy of www.egreenfingers.com
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L os Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society

Succulent of the M onth - M arch 2009 - Haworthia
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Haworthia magnifica var. atrofusca

Haworthia are native to South Africa, and grow
in a winter-rainfall, Mediterranean environment
not very different from Southern California
Most are easily grown, preferring some shade
and growing mostly in the winter and spring.
Many will grow year round, if given sufficient
water. They are in flower now, and some
species will remain in flower into the summer.
However, the flowers are small and generally
off-white and not particularly notable.

Haworthia, in genera, will grow in almost any
potting mix, and success has been reported with
everything from straight pumice to potting soil-
pumice or perlite mixes, to plain potting soil,
and even garden soil. They like light
fertilization when growing, any baanced
fertilizer will do. An application of time release
fertilizer in late winter will improve growth
from late winter and early spring rains. Healthy
Haworthia generally have stiff thick white roots.

When repotting, it’s important to inspect the
roots for mealy bugs, and for old, dried brown
or hollow roots, which are often the source of
infection or rot. These should be removed back
to healthy tissue.

Haworthia is divided into three subgenera, and
these further divided into 8 sections. One of
these, Section Retusae, contains the many of the
best known plants including, H retusa, H
comptoniana, H. magnifica, and H. reticulata.
These are al characterized by thick fat leaves,
with intricate patterns, usualy in a lighter green
than the main leaf color.

Section Arachnoideae includes H. cooperi: a
wonderful species with windowed tips that vary
in shape from points to rounds and H.
lockwoodi. In the summer the leaf ends dry
amost half way, and curve inward to protect
the growing tip. A spectacular plant.

Section Fenestratae includes H. maughanii
which looks like a spira clump of stems dliced
clean with aknife and H. truncata whose leaves
grow in rows

Section Coarctatae includes H. reinwardtii
and H. coarcta which both grow in clumps of
offsetting long triangular leafed stems

Section Margaritiferae contains H. marginata
with stiff leaves, similar to a small Agave.

References
M. Bayer, Haworthia revisited

Tom Glavich March 2002
Edited, Steven Frieze, March 2009



L os Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society

Caudiciform Succulent of the M onth - M ar ch 2009
Bursera and Pachycormus

This month's succulents are a study in
convergent evolution of Pachycaul (swollen
trunk) shrubs.

Bursera faragoides photo T. Nomer

Both are well known pachycauls, with some of
the best forms and shapes on our show tables.
Both are well known from Baga California
Pachycormus is endemic to Baga, growing
nowhere else, but Bursera has a larger range.

In spite of ther smilar appearance, and
overlapping geography, they are not formally
related. Bursera is a member of the
Burseraceae, along with Commiphora, a look-
aike from the Old World. Pachycormus is a
member of the Anacardiaceae, related to the
succulent genus Operculicarya, more closely
related to sumacs, pistachio, cashew and
mango. The Anacardiaceae and Burseraceae
are closely related families, with only minor
differences separating the two.

Both have similar cultivation requirements.
They do best when watered in the summer in
Southern California. They will all tolerate being
left unprotected, outdoors during the winter
rains. Any standard succulent mix will do as a
potting medium. Growth is much more rapid
when they are fed. They will really take off

when put into the ground. They will quickly try
to become the trees! All of the plants do well
when treated as bonsai, and pruned to expose
the geometry and structure of the trunk and
bark.

Bursera is a wide spread genus, with a range
that extends from California into South
America.  Many of the species are beautiful
trees with red or brown peeling bark, rarely
seen in cultivation. Most Bursera are aromatic,
with wonderful woodsy fragrance from their
leaves and bark. Most of the species are worth
growing and can be made into show specimens
by suitable pruning. Species frequently seen
are. Bursera fagaroides (shown above),
Bursera microphylla, with very small leaves,
Bursera multijuglans (with red peeling bark),
and Bursera smplex. There are many other
gpecies from Central and Southern Mexico, and
Centra America that should be grown and
shown.

Pachycormus discolor is the sole member of the
genus making it monotypic. There is some
variation in leaf shape over its range, and some
authors recognize three varieties, but most do
not.

Both these genera are an absolute joy to grow,
stage and display from seedlings through
venerable old specimens.

Tom Glavich March 2005



"# $% $ &' (()

o4& L (- "S % & #)

First

First

First

First |

First

First $

Second $




/* 0o 1 o 2
) % 5-- &
&& 61&2 &! K 7 67 87& 79 7 7& & 1 .71 1 &: & "2
87 )
1
; &; & &! 2& | 6 "7 ' 2 & 7 &6 &2 & 17
&)
3 * 41
; &; . &12& /6" & & T7T& "6 /&2 &7 87& & 1 &
7 7& 2 )
5
; "& 1= & & 6'& . ' 1 & &:1&2 ) & & 2 &1 -:& )=&&
& & 62 1 7 " 2 & --#H)>& & &: 22 ""& 76 72)
7 17 72 &2 &)
, 1 &2 & &2&& 6 &1 &1 & W& 61 & 2 6 1--5
27 2 7 6&1 2.1 & 1 &&6& 2 &)
7. 87 o &2 & 1 7 2
7 ' & &1 &&: & &" 6 " 6& @1 : : 6 &)
+ && 7 &: & 1 7 & 7 6&& 7& 1 9 7 7& 2 ! : " 7 &
2 &1 & & & A7’ & &1 + >& &+ && 7 &) && & &:
2 7 & . 6" > " &7 & 1 "¢ & 7 &1 && 2 " & & & )
+ >& &+ && 7 &: 5(-4,) & & I+ 5# 1 & 1) .1 : ((
#( -4B4 U+ & &)
7 7 &: 2.7 2& 7 1 %.&3 .&) 7 ' & "7 & > "
% 1-- 1%.& 2 :° 6 7" 1 2 ) && & ' "2&
& 87 :2 & 7" 7 )
"& &%.&3 . & 7 7" 1% !

2. #) 2 ") D E3 .&E 'BE2 E7 E% E --5)
2. #) 2 ") D E & & 'E E 7 E% E --5)

&&' & - 1%.&3 & C& & & 1 &7 7& 2 )% : 1 &&2 & && && 2
& & B’ &+: ')

For more information, please contact:
Petty & Rene Caro Desert (CDP West) 9607 Ave S-12 Littlerock, CA 93543
661-456-0787 Nursery website www.CaroDesert.com
Woody Minnich 505-281-5884 or 661-406-9816;
For auction list: cactusdata@msn.com
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President— Artie Chavez
VP Programs— John Martinez
VP P.O.M.- Steven Frieze
VP Special Events- Douglas George
Treasurer- Ron Main
Secretary- Helen Frank
Directors— I. Efren Flores

Il. Roxie Esterle
Librarian- Joyce Schumann
Cactus Chronicle Editor- Liz Tungate
Membership Chair-Sandy Chase
Publication Chairman— John Matthews
CSSA Rep.- Douglas George

818/ 363-3432
805/ 523-1389
818 /892-1669
626 / 359-0133
661 / 265-9179
818/ 985-5887
661 / 260-1404
818/907-1903
818/ 705-3224
818/ 891-0330
818/ 367-0864
661/ 297-5364
626 / 359-0133

2009 Club Officials and Officers

cactus7@socal.rr.com
jwm5555@sbcglobal.net
sfrieze@csudh.edu

doug_w_george@hotmail.com
ron@mwicom.net
helen.frank@adelphia.net

esterle@sbcglobal.net
ropojo@pacbell.net
dyn2sr5@earthlink.net

jgmplants@aol.com
doug_w_george@hotmail.com

Gardening Tipsfor March 2009

Plant warm-season vegetables - green beans, corn, tomatoes, peppers, summer & winter squash, cucumber & eggplant, Sarting
in early to mid-March. Plant warm-season flowers. Prune evergreen hedges & topiaries to maintain dense foliage. Prepare beds
for planting warm-season flowers & vegetables. Mix in 1 to 2 inches of compost to improve the soil. Maintain a 2-inch-to-4-
inch-deep mulch of bark, leaves or other organic materials around shrubs & trees. Beware of closeout sales on bare-root trees
and shrubs. The chance of survival islow thislatein the season. Divide existing clumps of fall-blooming perennials, such as
chrysanthemums, autumn asters, Mexican marigold-mint, Mexican bush sage and physostegia (obedient plant).

LACSS MEMBERSHIP FORM 2009

Single membership O $15/yr O $7.50 1/2 yr (after June) Family membership O $20/yr O $10 1/2 yr (after June)
Name:

Phone: Fax:
Names of Additional Members:
Address: City, State & Zip:
Email: O Check if you want your newsletter by Email *
Birth Day Anniversary Date

* |f you opt for email, you will get a plastic badge. O Check if you want your newsletter by U.S. Mail.

Please make check out to “L ACSS” and send this form along with check or money order to:
LACSS, P.O. Box 280581, Northridge, CA 91328




General Meeting starts at 7:30 PM on the first Thursday of the month at the Sepulveda Garden Center
located at 16633 Magnolia Blvd. in Encino between Hayvenhurst and Balboa.
Set-up and social hour starts at 6:30 PM.

Bring a smile! Make new friends! GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!

Visit Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society ONLINE at www.lacss.com
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