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Our featured speaker for our May program 
will be Tim Harvey.  "A Question of Sex" will 
cover general propagation principles as well 
as detailed case studies of several plant 
genera of interest to cactus and succulent 
enthusiasts. 
 
Tim started growing cacti (almost 
exclusively) in England over 30 years ago. In 
the early 90s he moved across the pond to 
North America and in 1994 settled in 
California. Since then his interests have 
changed, focusing on the "other succulents", 
especially pachycaul and xerophytic trees. 
Tim also grows quite a few Aloes and 
geophytes. He has a Ph. D. in Biochemistry 
and having escaped the Biotechnology 
Industry with his morals intact, he now 
spends his time trying to get his backyard 
nursery to be more productive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society is a non-profit organization.  Since 1935 our purpose has been the education, conservation, & 
study of cacti & succulents.  The “ Cactus Chronicle”  is the official bulletin of the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society, an affiliate of the 
Cactus & Succulent Society of America, Inc.  Any material in the “ Cactus Chronicle”  may be copied or reproduced by other clubs on our 
mailing list, or any non-profit organization, provided proper credit is given to the author and the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society. 
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Ariocarpus                                Gasteria                       Adenia 
 
 
 
Bring to meeting plants you’d like to show off! As usual if you have that plant you just have to 
share as it is pretty, or in flower or rare, or you have identification questions or problems with 
pests or disease, bring it along for our discussion table! 
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PLANTS FOR THE YEAR 2009 
LOS ANGELES CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY 

Entry Classes:  All new members, new to the hobby, should enter plants in the Novice class.  Novices must move to the 
Advanced class after they have won a total of 40 first place awards in the Plant of the Month competition.  Individuals who own a 
nursery are required to enter in the Open class.  Although it is not advised, LACSS members are free to enter a plant in the Open 
class at any time. 
Pr izes:  All prizes are awarded at the Holiday Celebration in December.  Trophies are awarded by entry class for those members 
who scored the most points in either the cacti or combined succulent categories.  In the Novice and Advanced classes the top 
three scorers in each of the plant categories will also receive a prize (typically a plant).  These prizes are awarded based on the 
total number of point scored during the year.  Finally, a trophy is awarded to the members, regardless of class, who has earned 
the most point in the cactus or two succulent categories during the prior year.� 
Entry Requirements:  All entrants must be LACSS members.  Members are restricted to two plants per entry category per 
month – a total of six plants.  In the Advanced and Open Classes, members must have been in possession of their plants for a 
least one year.  Those members showing in the Novice class may immediately enter a recently obtained plant.  You can only 
enter plants that conform to the Plant of the Month schedule described above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Flowering plants and the rarity of the entry are two additional criteria Judges employ in determining winners. 

Month Cacti Succulents 
January None None 

February Gymnocalycium Aloe & Aloe Hybrids 

March 
Mammillaria clusters— 

straight or hooked spine— 
pots less than 7 inches 

Haworthias and Haworthia 
hybrids 

April Rebutia or Sulcorebutia Lithops 
May Ariocarpus Gasteria 
June Espostoa and Oreocereus Agave 

July Echinocereus Stapelia or Caralluma 

August Opuntia Lithops, Conophytum, Faucaria 

September Opuntia (no Tephrocactus) Echeveria or Echeveria hybrids 

October Notocactus (new name Parodia) Dyckias or Dyckia hybrids 

November Ferocactus Sansevieria or  
Sansevieria hybrids 

December Annual Holiday Party 

Succulents (Caudiciform) 
None 

Sarcocaulon, Pelargonium,  
Begonia, Oxalis 

Caudex succulents from Baja 

Non-Madagascan Euphorbias 
Adenia 

Ficus or Bombax 

Pachypodium (non-Madagascan) 

Euphorbia caudiciform 
Curcurbitaceae (Corallocarpus, 

Gerrardanthus, Ibervilla, Kedrostis) 
Ipomea 

Tylecodon 

Points Awarded 
Condition 50% First 5 

Size and Maturity 25% Second 3 
Staging 20% Third 1 

Nomenclature 5%   

Judging Scale 

R E M I  N D E R S 
 

1. Reminder to all Vendors—the sales area in the back of the room is limited to 2 flats per vendor please. 
 
2. We were notified that there are no dogs allowed in L A City facilities. 
 
3.  Please remember to wear your name badges. 



Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society 
Cactus of the Month May 2009 - Ariocarpus 

 
 

 

Ariocarpus retusus entered in the 2001 Intercity Show 
by Vince Basta (Photo T. Nomer) 

Ariocarpus is one of the treasures of the world 
of Cacti.  This genus, from Central to Northern 
Mexico and Southern Texas has some of the 
most spectacular species of the entire family.  
Some succulent growers, who otherwise avoid 
cacti, make this genus their sole exception.  
There are collectors who collect nothing but 
Ariocarpus, and have hundreds of plants in their 
collections.  Rare specimens can change hands 
for hundreds of dollars.  Rare cultivars with 
unusual tubercles can be sold for even more, 
particularly in Japan.  There is no denying that 
this single genus has generated a worldwide cult 
of devotees. 
 
With all of this, you might expect Ariocarpus to 
be difficult to come by, and difficult to grow.  
Nothing could be further from the truth.  They 
are no more difficult to grow than many other 
central Mexican genera.  All of the species and 
all of the varieties are readily available, and 
nearly all are affordable.  This genera is well 
within the range of even beginning novice 
growers.  Field collected specimens are 
occasionally available, and these are much more 
expensive, and much harder to grow.  Recently 
collected specimens are now almost always 
illegally obtained. 
 

 
 
With all of the fuss we make over this genus, it 
is important to remember that the plants have 
had important ethno-botanical uses.  The 
tubercles contain a sticky mucilage, which was 
often used as glue to mend broken pots.  A. 
kotschoubeyanus was boiled and used as a cure 
for rheumatism, and several species were used 
as ‘ false peyote’  in religious ceremonies.   
 
Cultivation is not difficult, when the home 
environment of these plants is considered.  They 
grow in mineral soils, with very little organic 
matter.  They all have large tuberous roots.  
They grow in areas that are very hot in the 
summer, and that have summer rainfall.  If they 
are protected from excess organic matter, 
particularly peat, and watered heavily only in 
hot weather, (but lightly throughout the summer 
growing season) good growth will result.  They 
need protection from winter rains. 
 
There are six species, several varieties, and a 
near infinite set of cultivars. 
 
References: 

Anderson, E. The Cactus Family
Cullman, Gotz and Groner, 

The Encyclopedia of Cacti
Innes, C. and Glass, C., Cacti

Tom Glavich  May 2005
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LACSS 2009 Calendar of Events 
 
                                    
May 17th– Huntington Plant Sale 10:00 am to 5:00 pm at Huntington Botanical Gardens,  
1151 Oxford Rd., San Marino. Info:  626-405-2160. 
 

May 17th—Epiphyllum Society Show & Sale at Los Angeles County Arboretum, Arcadia, CA.  Info:  310-
670-8148. 
 

June 6th & 7th—San Diego Cactus & Succulent Society Show & Sale.  Balboa Park, Room 101, San Diego, 
CA.  INFO.--#619-477-4779. 
 

May 9th—Gates Cactus & Succulent Society 29th Show & Sale----SAT.  9 TO 4.  Jurupa Mountains Cultural 
Center, 7621 Granite Hill Dr., Glen Avon, CA      INFO.   909-360-8802 
 

June 13th & 14th—Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society Show & Sale.  Sspulveda Garden Center, 
16633 Magnolia Bl., Encino, CA. SHOW INFORMATION-CALL 818-363-3432 
 

June 26th-28th—CSSA Annual show & Sale –Huntington Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Rd., San Marino, 
CA. 626-405-2160 or 2277   PLANTS SALES START JUNE 26TH THRU JUNE 28th.The show opens on June 27th 
Thru June 28th. FREE TO THE PUBLIC 



Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society 
Succulent of the Month May 2009 - Gasteria 

 
Gasteria is a popular and easily grown genus of 
plants that has been collected and kept as house 
plants since the 17th century. Gasteria flowers 
are carried on a long scape (leafless flower 
stalk).  They generally hang down as they open, 
and have a swollen (gasteriform) portion at the 
base of the flower.  The word Gasteria comes 
from the Greek “gaster”  meaning stomach or 
belly. 
 

 
Gasteria ellaphieae 

 
Gasteria vary in size from about an inch to sev-
eral feet in diameter.  Almost all plants start out 
with the leaves in two rows (distichous), al-
though most eventually begin to spiral, either 
remaining in a distichous spiral, or changing 
into a rosette form. Gasteria are very variable in 
appearance.  They have definite juvenile and 
adult forms, have local variations in appearance, 
and have form and growth habits that are de-
pendent on the soil type and amount of sunlight. 

Typical natural habitats are humus rich, sandy 
soils.  They grow on dry rocky hillsides and 
generally grow under larger shrubs particularly 
when young.  They also can be found in rock 
fissures or in the shade of large rocks.  The 
roots are shallow and thick which helps the 
plants obtain moisture from barely wet soils, 
and nourishment from decaying leaves and de-
bris from larger shrubs. 
 

 
Gasteria armstrongii a Burks Nursery Clone 

 
Gasteria cultivation is easy.  They are mostly 
winter and spring growers, but exhibit some 
growth all year except for the hottest part of the 
summer.  They are tolerant of almost any grow-
ing mix, although they do best with high organic 
content mixes, similar to their natural growing 
conditions.  They prefer partial shade, particu-
larly in the afternoon; however the best color is 
obtained by giving them as much light and sun, 
short of sunburn, as possible.   
 

Tom Glavich  May 2005
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LACSS 2009 Calendar of Events 
 
Continued from page 4 
 
 

July 24th-26th—Orange County Summer Show & Sale —At the Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated Rd., 
Fullerton, CA. SHOW AND SALE FRI 12pm to 4pm SAT. & SUN. 10am to 4pm. INFO. 714-870-4887 
 

August 15th & 16th—24th Annual Intercity Show & Sale-LA County Arboretum, 301 No. Baldwin Ave., 
Arcadia, CA. INFO.  CALL TOM GLAVICH AT 626-798-2430 or BARBARA HALL AT 818-368-6914 
 

August 29th—Huntington Botanical Gardens Succulent Symposium, ALL DAY AT THE HUNTINGTON. 
 

September 27th—Long Beach Cactus Club Annual Plant Auction, 18127 So Alameda St., Rancho Dominguez, 
CA--12PM 
 

November 7th & 8th—San Gabriel Valley Cactus & Succulent Society Show & Sale---LA County 
Arboretum address above 
 

December 5th & 6th—Orange County Show & Sale at the Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated Rd., 
Fullerton, CA 92831SHOW AND SALE OPEN FROM 10AM TO 4PM, FOR INFO. CALL   714-870-4887 
 
( 
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Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society 
Succulent of the Month May 2009 - Adenia 

 
Adenia, a member of the Passiflora or Passion 
Flower family.  It is an entirely unrelated plant 
to Adeniums, also a favorite of collectors.  
Most of the collectable Adenias have large 
bases that support climbing stems or branches.  
In habitat they are often found in brush, with the 
branches scrambling up through brush, or 
alternately growing in a open area, entirely 
covered by a sprawling mass of live and dead 
stems. 
 

In cultivation the sprawling stems are regularly 
pruned to keep the plant good looking in a pot 
(as well as transportable).  All of the Adenia are 
cold sensitive, particularly when young, and 
should never be exposed to cold and damp. 
 

Collectable species include Adenia globosa, 
with a green spherical body, resembling in 
texture and color a giant avocado. 
 

 
 
Adenia globosa 
 
Another wonderful spiny species is Adenia 
spinosa.  In this species the body is gray brown 
at the base, fading to an olive green on the 
upper surface.  A forest of dense spiny branches 
comes from the caudex. 

 
Adenia spinosa 
 

Adenia glauca has a base much like an 
Adenium, before tapering to a vine like stem. 
 

 
Adenia glauca 
 

Tom Glavich  June 2004
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Newsletter of the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society 

First Class Mail 

PO Box 280581, Northridge, CA  91328 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Visit Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society ONLINE at www.lacss.com 

Next Meeting: May 7th 
Sepulveda Garden Ctr. 16633 Magnolia Bl. Encino  

General Meeting starts at 7:30 PM on the first Thursday of the month at the Sepulveda Garden Center 
located at 16633 Magnolia Blvd. in Encino between Hayvenhurst and Balboa.  

Set-up and social hour starts at 6:30 PM.    
 

Bring a smile!  Make new friends!  GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!     


