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The Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society is a non-profit organization.  Since 1935 our purpose has been the education, conservation, & 
study of cacti & succulents.  The “Cactus Chronicle” is the official bulletin of the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society, an affiliate of the 
Cactus & Succulent Society of America, Inc.  Any material in the “Cactus Chronicle” may be copied or reproduced by other clubs on our 
mailing list, or any non-profit organization, provided proper credit is given to the author and the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society. 
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9/4/1945  
Japanese surrender 

on Wake Island. 

September 2008 
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dyn2sr5@earthlink.net 

Next Meeting:  September 4th 
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Pediocactus, Uebelmannia, Turbinicarpus      Huernia, Caralluma, Hoodia     Bombax, Calibanus 
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PLANTS FOR THE YEAR 2008 
LOS ANGELES CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY 

Entry Classes:  A new member may show as novice.  Any novice who has achieved 20 first place awards or 40 total awards 
must move to the Advanced Class at the beginning of the following year.  Owner of commercial nurseries must show in the open 
class; however, all members are free to show in open class. 
Prizes:  In the Novice and Advanced entry classes, the top three scorers in cacti and the top three scorers in other succulents will 
be awarded prizes at the LACSS Holiday party in December.  Starting in 2008, the "Open" category will not be eligible for the 
annual awards due to limited number of entries.� 
Entry Requirements:  All entrants must be LACSS members.  We would like plant entries to be on the judging table no later 
than 7:15pm.  No more than two cacti and two other succulents per entrant per month.  Advanced and open class entries must 
have been in member’s possession at least six months.  Minimum possession for novice class has been waived.  All entries must 
be succulent plants.  If there is a tie between plants the following three guidelines will determine the winner of the tie breakers:  
Plants in flower, the rarity of the plant, and the public appeal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Month Cacti Succulents 
January Mammillaria under 6" pots Cotylendon, Tylecodon 
February Gymnocalycium Aloe & Aloe Hybrids 
March Thelocactus, Corypantha, Rebutia Gasteria & Gasteria hybrids 

April Ferocactus, Echinocactus Sansevieria & Sanseveria 
hybrids 

May 
Mexican oddities— 

Strombocactus, Pelecyphora, 
Aztekium, Lophophora 

Fouquieria, Idria 

June Echinopsis, Lobivia, Mediolobivia Haworthia & Haworthia Hybrids 

July Ariocarpus, Astrophytum, 
Obregonia 

Jatropha, Monadenium, 
Pedilanthus, Synadenium 

August Pereskia, Pereskiopsis Lithops, Conophytum, Faucaria 

September Pediocactus, Uebelmannia, 
Turbinicarpus Huernia, Caralluma, Hoodia 

October Crests, Montrose Crests, Montrose 
November Variegate Variegate 
December Annual Holiday Party 

Succulents (Caudiciform) 
Cycads 

Sarcocaulon, Pelargonium, Begonia 
Bursera, Pachycormus 

Ficus 

Adenia, Adenium 

Pachypodium, Pachycormus 

Uncarina, Pterodiscus 

Euphorbia caudiciform 

Bombax, Calibanus 

None 
None 

Points Awarded 
Condition 70% First 15 

Size and Maturity 15% Second 10 
Staging 10% Third 5 

Nomenclature 5% Others 2 

Judging Scale 
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Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society 
 

Cactus and Succulent of the Month  October 2008 - Crests and Monstrose 
 
 

 
Pachyphytum crest entered in the 2001 Intercity 

show by Olie Robbins 
 
The three most common types of mutation are 
crests, monstrose growth and variegation. All of 
these are mutations of the cellular structure of the 
leaf or stem growth tip (apical meristem) of the 
plant.  In normal plants the growth tip is a point, 
and the biochemistry of the plant forces one tip to 
be dominant or at least locally dominant.  In 
crests the genetic mutation removes this 
dominance, and instead of a single growth tip the 
area of active cell growth degenerates into a line.   
For monstrose growth, the local dominance is 
lost, and every growth tip tries to grow as if it 
were the dominant point. 
 
Cresting and monstrose growth is not unique to 
succulent plants.  Crests are found in many 
genera of non-succulent plants, including conifers 
and many common garden plants. 
 

Culture of crests and monstrose plants 
 
Crests and monstrose plants are grown exactly as 
normal plants of the same species.  Some have 
weak roots, and only grow well as grafts.  
However, others are robust growers, and do 
perfectly well on their own.  Careful observation 
of the health of the plant, and comparison to 
healthy non-crested plants of the same species 
will quickly show whether grafting is necessary.  
Mutant plants tend to be more sensitive to poor 
growing conditions, getting sunburn quicker, and 
getting unsightly brown spots more easily than 
normal plants of the same species.  This is one of 
the many reasons they are often grown as grafts.  
 
Propagation of crests and monstrose plants 
 
Crests flower and produce seed, just as other 
plants do, but less often. Good strong growth is 
probably the best way to produce a flowering 
plant. Mutations are not generally transmitted by 
seed; however, seed from a mutant plant is much 
more likely to be a genetic mutant than that from 
a normal plant.   The genetic mutation is more 
likely to be the same as the mother plant, but 
monstrose and variegated plants are also possible. 
 
The most common method of propagation of 
these plants is vegetative.  Cuttings of are often 
grafted to speed growth and to preserve special 
growth forms. 
 
Photo by T. Nomer from the 2001 Intercity Show 
 

Tom Glavich  October 2002
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2008 Club Officials and Officers 

L A C S S    M E M B E R S H I P    F O R M   2 0 0 8 
 

If your contact info has changed during 2007, please include the updated info with your renewal. Thanks!! 
O  Yes I would like to be a member of the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society! 
Membership choice: Single membership O $15/yr O $7.50 1/2 yr. Family membership O $20/yr O$10 1/2 yr 
        

Name: _____________________________________Names of the additional members: ______________________ 
Address: ___________________________________City, State & Zip: ___________________________________ 
Phone_____________________ Fax_________________ Email:________________________________________ 
Birth Day_____________________________ Anniversary Date ____________________ 
Please make check out to “LACSS” and send this form along with check or money order to:   
 

LACSS, P.O. Box 280581, Northridge, CA 91328   
 

Half Year Memberships Available after June 2008.    Check here for Engraved  Name Badge     O $8.00 extra 

Plant of the Month—August W I N N E R S  
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President- Jeff Karsner                             818 / 623-0685         jeffkarsner@aol.com 
VP Special Events- Douglas George        626 / 359-0133         doug_w_george@hotmail.com 
VP P.O.M.- Walt Wegner                          818 / 225-7336         wlwegner@msn.com 
VP Programs– Matt Maggio                      818 / 782-2075         cactusmatt1@yahoo.com 
Treasurer- Ron Main                                 661 / 265-9179         ron@mwicom.net 
Secretary- Helen Frank                             818 / 985-5887         helen.frank@adelphia.net 
Directors– I. Efren Flores                          661 / 260-1404 
                  II. John Martinez                      805 / 523-1389         jwm5555@sbcglobal.net 
Librarian- Joyce Schumann                       818 / 705-3224         ropojo@pacbell.net 
Cactus Chronicle Editor- Liz Tungate        818 / 891-0330         dyn2sr5@earthlink.net 
Membership Chair-Sandy Chase               818 / 367-0864 
Publication Chairman– John Matthews     661 / 297-5364          jgmplants@aol.com 
CSSA Rep.- Duke Benadom                     805 / 526-8620          duke-kaz@sbcglobal.net�
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              July/August 2008 
Newsletter of the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society 

First Class Mail 

PO Box 280581, Northridge, CA  91328 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Visit Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society ONLINE at www.lacss.com 

Next Meeting:  September 4 
Sepulveda Garden Ctr. 16633 Magnolia Bl. Encino  

General Meeting starts at 7:30 PM on the first Thursday of the month at the Sepulveda Garden Center 
located at 16633 Magnolia Blvd. in Encino between Hayvenhurst and Balboa.  

Set-up and social hour starts at 6:30 PM.    
 

Bring a smile!  Make new friends!  GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!     

http://www.lacss.com
http://www.lacss.com

