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Lo Saq®

Andy Siekkinen

Speaking on Hechtias

Andy Siekkinenis a nanotechnology chemist with a plant problédnowing up in northeast-

ern Ohio was good, a brief stop in Seattle for a couple of years was better, but then he found
SanDiego. Af t er di scovering the br onCartenttptte f ami | y h
President of the San Diego Bromeliad Society and the Bromeliad Study Group of Balboa Park

his collection focuses on Tillandsias and the terrestrial genera, especially the genus

Hechtia Over the past several years he has been exploring Mexico looking for the new, the
interesting, and even the old and has covered over 14,000 miles driven throughout the coun-

try. He has recently started a tour company to explore the cultural and botanical diversity of

Mexico and is just returning from a week exploring the deserts and mountains of Oaxaca.

The GenusHechtiafor Cactus and Succulent Enthusiasts in Southern California

Hechtias are rare succulent plants that are not often appredigpedple know of and collect

any succulent bromeliads it is often the Dyckias and Deuterocohfaaginately for us in

Southern California, we have some of the best collections of Hechtias in the United States (all

5 collectors!). Hechtias are distributed primarily in Mexico and our climate is a great

match. Andyod6s presentation will briefly describe
ticularly the Hechtias.You will see plants in habitat as well as in cultivation and learn both,

how to grow and display them best.


http://www.lacss.com

Hechtia dorothy Hechtia argentea , Tropiflora



PRESI DENTO0OS MESSAGE

February, 2012

The year got off to a great start at the January 5 " meeting. The turnout was enormous, the

treats were fantastic (thank you, T through Z!), and we had many visitors and new members

who read an announcement about our group in the LA Times. The Plant of the Month table was
overflowing with an impressive array of Mammillarias, Othonnas, and Senecios. Buck Hemen-

wayos informative and entertaining presentation
our flights. Thank you, Buck. We hope to see you at your April 1 Garden Tour.

As the Chroniclegoes to press, our board will meet on January 22 with a big agenda of initia-

tives. John Matthewsdé committee Iis presenting a
members, Tim Harvey is keeping us involved in CSSA activities, and board members are already
pl anning for our June show. Wedll be working on

bers to create a new look for our stationery and website. Nils Schirrmacher, a long -standing
LACSS member, has volunteered to serve as club historian. You can look forward to his articles
in upcoming newsletters. Supporting our efforts to get the Cactus Chronicleout in a timely man-
ner, Phyllis Shapiro is asking that all articles and photographs be submitted to her by the 3™
Monday of each month.

Please dance for a little rain in the upcoming weeks. Even our drought tolerant gardens need a
little drink. And if your last name begins with letters A, B, C, or D, our members will appreciate
your remembering to nourish us at the next meeting on February 2.

Roxie Esterle
President
LACSS.contact@gmail.com
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FEB 11

MAR 23 & 2

APR 7 &8

APR 14 & 15

May5 & 6

MAY 6

MAY 13

MAY 1819

MAY 2627

JUNE 2 & 3

JUNE 90

JUNE 29ULY 1

JULY27-28

AUG.11-12

SEPT1

SEPT.2

NOV. 34

NOV. 910

CACTUS AND SUCCULENT
CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS FOR 2012
UPDATED 12/14/2011

SAN DIEGO CACTUS AND SUCCULENT S@ICIEER SHOW & SALE
BALBOA PARK, ROOM 101, SAN DIEGO, CA INFO. www.sdcss.net

ORANGE COUNTY CACTSS&CULENT SPRING SHOW AND SAigp®am
1000 S. State College BI., (Anaheim United Methodist Church) Anaheim, CA
INFQVINCE BASTA 7267-4329

SOUTH COAST CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETSAHOW &
SOUTH COAST BOTANIC GARPEBOCRENSHAW BL., PALOS VERDHSFOA316832-2262

GREEN SCENE PLANTSAIEHE FULLERTON ARBORETUM
1900 ASSOCIATED ROAD, FULLERTON, CA 92831

SUNSET CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY SHOW AND SALE
VETERANS MEMORIAL CENTER, GARDEN ROOM
4117 OVERLAND AVE., CULVER CITKRTA. 316322-1783

SOUTH BAY EPIPHYLLUM SOCIETY SHOW AND&sAtd4pm
SOUTH COAST BOTANICAL GARDENS CALLE310-833-6823

HUNTINGTON PLANT SALE 10TOS5 HUNTINGTON BOTANICAL
GARDENS, 1151 OXFORD ROAD, SAN MARIN&2£@A52160

GATES CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY
315TSHOW AND SALE FRI & SAT30 pm

JURUPA MOUNTAINS CULTURAL CENTER, 7621 GRANITE HILL DRIVE
GLEN AVON, CAINFO. 95B60-8802

CENTRAL COAST CASTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY
ANNUAL SHOW & SALE-@RM), LUDWICK CENTER, 864 SANTA ROSA
SAN LUIS OBISPO,QAIFO. 805237-2054, www.centralcoastcactus.org

SAN DIEGO CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SGOMMER SHOW AND SALE
BALBOA PARK, ROOM 101, SAN DIEGONEA. 85882-1797

LOS ANGELES CACTUS and SUCCULENT SOCIETY
PLANT SHOW AND SALE' a-5, 13" 9-3:30

SEPULVEDA GARDEN CENTER, 16633 MAGNOLIA BLVD.
ENCINO, CA INFOMRILLACSS.Contact@gmail.com

CSSA ANNUAL SHOW AND SAILENTINGTON BOTANICAL GARDENS
1151 OXFORD ROAD, SAN MARINO; €:405-2160 or 2277 Show 630/7-1

ORANGE COUNTY CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY SUMMER SHOW AND
SALE. FRIDAY JULY'XNoon until 7pm, SATURDAY JULY'28m to 5pm

1000 S. State College BI., (Anaheim United Methodist Church) Anaheim, CA
INFO.VINCE BASTA 7-247-4329

27" ANNUAL INTERCITY SHOW AND SALE AT THE LA COUNTY ARBORETUM,
9am-5pm daily. 301 NO. BALDWIN AVE., ARCADM,
INFO.TOM GLAVICH26-798-24300r JOHN MATTHEW®1-297-5364

HUNTINGTON BOTAML GARDENS SUCCULENT SYMPOSILU DAXT THE HUNTINGTON

LONG BEACH CACTUS CLUB ANNUAL PLANT AUCTION
18127 SOUTH ALAMEDA ST., RANCHO DOMINGUEZ2®GM

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY
SHOW AND SAL-EA COUNTY ARBORETUM ADDRESS ABOVE.

ORANG COUNTY CACTUS & SUCCULENT WINTER SHOW AND-SRhE 9am
1000 S. State College BI., (Anaheim United Methodist Church) Anaheim, CA
INFOVINCEBASTA ¥4-267-4329
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San Diego Cactus and Succulent Society
Winter Show and Sale

Balboa Park, Room 101

San Diego, CA

For more information: contact www.sdcss.net

IMPORTANT

Dues Reminder to LACSS Members

LACSS Membership dues for the 2012 calendar year are due at this time. Please pay your dues at
the February meeting. Only those members who have paid their 2012 dues will continue to receive
the Cactus Chroniclesafter March, 2012,

I Volunteers needed for LACSS Annual Drought Tolerant Plant Festival
June 9 and 10, 2012

We need many volunteers to help coordinate, publicize, and host activities during our Annual
Drought Tolerant Plant Festival. If you are eager to serve on the planning committee and be an ac-
= tive part of this exciting event, please join us on Saturday, February 4 at the Sepulveda Garden
I Center at noon.

S |




LACSS Membership Form (Please print the following information)

Name Phone

Name of Additional Members:

Address

City, State, Zip Code

E-Mail Address

Send me the newsletter by E -Mail 1 Send me the newsletter by U.S. Mail($5 extra fee)
Send me a plastic name badge ($6.50 each)
Type of Membership: New Member 1  Renewal J

Single Membership $20 annually  $10 1/2 year (July or after)
Family Membership $25 annually ~ $12.50 1/2 year (July or after)
Newsletter by U.S. Mail $5 fee in addition to the membership charge
Cash 1 Check: number

Special Interests

Monthly Meeting Refreshments

Each month different members whose last name begins in a particular letter are
requested to furnish refreshments for the club. Below is the list, by month, for
2012.

January TUVWXYZ July TUVWXYZ
February ABCD August ABCD

March EFGH September EFGH

April IJKLM October IJKLM

May NOPR November NOPR

June S December HOLIDAY PARTY

Members were selected by the approximate number of members attending each
meeting.

Refreshments for the month of February are members whose
last names begin in
A B, C,D



OH VERDANT AUTUMN:

SEASONAL SUCCULENTS HIGHLIGHT
SGVCSS’S WINTER SHOW

Nils Schirrmacher

Braving a stormy Sunday morning, I traveled
east towards the L.A. Arboretum to make the
San Gabriel Valley Cactus and Succulent
Society’s Winter Show. This is the other show:
an autumnal echo of August’s gigantic Inter-City
Show, that is hosted by the orher club: LACSS’s
sibling organization whose membership boasts
several energetic individuals that grace both the
Los Angeles and San Gabriel clubs with their
knowledge and enthusiasm. As a collector of
winter-growers, I was excited to see which rain-
loving species would be offered for sale at the
show, and to take in its timely display of
succulents that are orthodox in their adherence to
annual cycles.

By the time I reached the Arboretum,
the rain had stopped, but clouds still lingered
around the base of the San Gabriel Mountains,
creating a moody backdrop for the garden. Inside
the show, I hit the sales area first, knowing full
well that Sunday shopping was not going to offer
optimal selection. While tables remained well
stocked with Woody Minnich’s rarities, Petra
Crist’s pricey specimens, and garden-tolerant
offerings from the Cactus Center, there was a
noticeable lack of the mesembs, Tylecodons, and
Dudleya that brighten a cloudy day. Making up
for the absence of these particular genera were

the geophytic and succulent Pelargoniums sold
by Barbara Hall, Tom Glavich’s selection of
bulbs, and Desert Creations’ affordably priced
assortment of Sarcocaulon seedlings.

The display area provided a refreshing
contrast to the high summer bounty of the Inter-
City exhibition, as several groups of plants
demonstrated the effects of shorter days and
cooler nights. Most conspicuous in this regard
were the Bursera, whose carefully pruned
branches were sparsely leaved with yellowing
foliage. These parsed pachycauls proved that fall
color does make an appearance in Southwest
deserts.

Plenty of foliage could be found on the
table devoted to members of the family
Geraniaceae, with each entry fresh out of
dormancy. Almost all of the knobby-stemmed
Pelargoniums were represented, including the
species carnosum, klinghardtense, cotyledonis,
and paniculatum. The genus Tylecodon had a
good showing as well, with massive specimens
of T. reticulatus and cacalioides on display. Few
Dudleya were shown; a vacancy that mirrored
their lackluster presence in the sales area. This
under-representation of our native succulent
presents an opportunity for novice growers
wishing to accrue show ribbons. Future
prizewinners need only to seek out attractive
members of the genus and learn to grow them
well.






