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Andy Siekkinen  

Speaking on Hechtias 

 

Andy Siekkinen is a nanotechnology chemist with a plant problem.  Growing up in northeast-

ern Ohio was good, a brief stop in Seattle for a couple of years was better, but then he found 

San Diego.  After discovering the bromeliad family he hasnôt looked back.  Currently the 

President of the San Diego Bromeliad Society and the Bromeliad Study Group of Balboa Park 

his collection focuses on Tillandsias and the terrestrial genera, especially the genus 

Hechtia.  Over the past several years he has been exploring Mexico looking for the new, the 

interesting, and even the old and has covered over 14,000 miles driven throughout the coun-

try.  He has recently started a tour company to explore the cultural and botanical diversity of 

Mexico and is just returning from a week exploring the deserts and mountains of Oaxaca. 

The Genus Hechtia for Cactus and Succulent Enthusiasts in Southern California 

 

Hechtias are rare succulent plants that are not often appreciated.  If people know of and collect 

any succulent bromeliads it is often the Dyckias and Deuterocohnias.  Fortunately for us in 

Southern California, we have some of the best collections of Hechtias in the United States (all 

5 collectors!).  Hechtias are distributed primarily in Mexico and our climate is a great 

match.  Andyôs presentation will briefly describe some of the xerophillic bromeliads and par-

ticularly the Hechtias.  You will see plants in habitat as well as in cultivation and learn both, 

how to grow and display them best. 
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 Hechtia stoloniferous    Hechtia texensis  

  Hechtia argentea ˿Tropiflora  

           Hechtia zamudioi   

   Hechtia dorothy  

   Hechtia lynn  



PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

 
 
 
February, 2012 
 
 
 
The year got off to a great start at the January 5 th meeting. The turnout was enormous, the 
treats were fantastic (thank you, T through Z!), and we had many visitors and new members 
who read an announcement about our group in the LA Times. The Plant of the Month table was 
overflowing with an impressive array of Mammillarias, Othonnas, and Senecios. Buck Hemen-
wayôs informative and entertaining presentation of his trip to Namibia had us all ready to book 
our flights. Thank you, Buck. We hope to see you at your April 1 Garden Tour.  
 
As the Chronicle goes to press, our board will meet on January 22 with a big agenda of initia-
tives. John Matthewsô committee is presenting a proposal for hosting plant trading among our 
members, Tim Harvey is keeping us involved in CSSA activities, and board members are already 
planning for our June show. Weôll be working on the details of a logo contest challenging mem-
bers to create a new look for our stationery and website. Nils Schirrmacher, a long -standing 
LACSS member, has volunteered to serve as club historian. You can look forward to his articles 
in upcoming newsletters. Supporting our efforts to get the Cactus Chronicle out in a timely man-
ner, Phyllis Shapiro is asking that all articles and photographs be submitted to her by the 3 rd 
Monday of each month. 
 
Please dance for a little rain in the upcoming weeks. Even our drought tolerant gardens need a 
little drink. And if your last name begins with letters A, B, C, or D, our members will appreciate 
your remembering to nourish us at the next meeting on February 2.  
 
Roxie Esterle 
President 
LACSS.contact@gmail.com 
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CACTUS AND SUCCULENT  
CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS FOR 2012  

UPDATED 12/14/2011 
 
FEB 11 SAN DIEGO CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY-WINTER SHOW & SALE 
 BALBOA PARK, ROOM 101, SAN DIEGO, CA INFO. www.sdcss.net 
 
MAR 23 & 24 ORANGE COUNTY CACTUS & SUCCULENT SPRING SHOW AND SALE 9am-5pm  
 1000 S. State College Bl., (Anaheim United Methodist Church) Anaheim, CA 
 INFO. VINCE  BASTA 714-267-4329 
 
APR  7 & 8 SOUTH COAST CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY SHOW &SALE 
 SOUTH COAST BOTANIC GARDENS - 26300 CRENSHAW BL., PALOS VERDES, CA INFO. 310-832-2262 
 
APR 14 & 15 GREEN SCENE PLANT SALEτAT THE FULLERTON ARBORETUM 
 1900 ASSOCIATED ROAD, FULLERTON, CA 92831 
 
May 5 & 6 SUNSET CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY SHOW AND SALE 
 VETERANS MEMORIAL CENTER, GARDEN ROOM 
 4117 OVERLAND AVE., CULVER CITY, CA. INFO.  310-822-1783 
 
MAY 6 SOUTH BAY EPIPHYLLUM SOCIETY SHOW AND SALE---9am to 4pm 
 SOUTH COAST BOTANICAL GARDENS - INFO. CALL-310-833-6823 
 
MAY 13 HUNTINGTON PLANT SALE   10 TO 5    HUNTINGTON BOTANICAL 
 GARDENS, 1151 OXFORD ROAD, SAN MARINO, CA. 626-405-2160 
 
MAY 18-19 GATES CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY  
 31ST SHOW AND SALE  FRI & SAT  9-4:30 pm    
 JURUPA MOUNTAINS CULTURAL CENTER, 7621 GRANITE  HILL DRIVE 
 GLEN AVON, CA      INFO.   951-360-8802 
 
MAY 26-27 CENTRAL COAST CASTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY 
 ANNUAL SHOW & SALE (10-4PM), LUDWICK CENTER, 864 SANTA ROSA 
 SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA ς INFO. 805-237-2054, www.centralcoastcactus.org 
 
JUNE 2 & 3 SAN DIEGO CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY ςSUMMER SHOW AND SALE 
  BALBOA PARK, ROOM 101, SAN DIEGO, CA.  INFO. 858-382-1797 
 
JUNE 9-10 LOS ANGELES CACTUS and SUCCULENT SOCIETY   
 PLANT SHOW AND SALE  11th 9-5, 12th 9-3:30 
 SEPULVEDA GARDEN CENTER, 16633 MAGNOLIA BLVD. 
 ENCINO, CA   INFO. E-MAIL LACSS.Contact@gmail.com 
 
JUNE 29-JULY 1 CSSA ANNUAL SHOW AND SALE ςHUNTINGTON BOTANICAL GARDENS 
 1151 OXFORD ROAD, SAN MARINO, CA. - 626-405-2160 or 2277 - Show 6-30/7-1 

   
JULY 27-28 ORANGE COUNTY CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY SUMMER SHOW AND           
 SALE.  FRIDAY JULY 27TH  Noon until 7pm, SATURDAY JULY 28TH 9am to 5pm  
 1000 S. State College Bl., (Anaheim United Methodist Church) Anaheim, CA 
 INFO. VINCE BASTA 714-267-4329 
 

AUG. 11-12 27th ANNUAL INTERCITY SHOW AND SALE AT THE LA COUNTY ARBORETUM, 
 9am-5pm daily. 301 NO. BALDWIN AVE., ARCADIA, CA 
 INFO. TOM GLAVICH  626-798-2430 or JOHN MATTHEWS  661-297-5364 
 
SEPT. 1 HUNTINGTON BOTANICAL GARDENS SUCCULENT SYMPOSIUM - ALL DAY AT THE HUNTINGTON 
 
SEPT. 23 LONG BEACH CACTUS CLUB ANNUAL PLANT AUCTION  
 18127 SOUTH ALAMEDA ST., RANCHO DOMINGUEZ, CA----12 PM 
 
NOV. 3-4 SAN GABRIEL VALLEY CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY 
 SHOW AND SALE---LA COUNTY ARBORETUM ADDRESS ABOVE. 
 
NOV. 9-10 ORANGE COUNTY CACTUS & SUCCULENT WINTER SHOW AND SALE 9am-5pm  
 1000 S. State College Bl., (Anaheim United Methodist Church) Anaheim, CA 
 INFO. VINCE BASTA 714-267-4329 

 



February 2012  
Event  

 
 

February 11  San Diego Cactus and Succulent Society 
  Winter Show and Sale 
  Balboa Park, Room 101 
  San Diego, CA 
  For more information:  contact www.sdcss.net  

 

IMPORTANT  
 

 

 

 

LACSS Membership dues for the 2012 calendar year are due at this time. Please pay your dues at 

the February meeting. Only those members who have paid their 2012 dues will continue to receive 
the Cactus Chronicles after March, 2012.     

 
 

 

We need many volunteers to help coordinate, publicize, and host activities during our Annual 
Drought Tolerant Plant Festival. If you are eager to serve on the planning committee and be an ac-

tive part of this exciting event, please join us on Saturday, February 4 at the Sepulveda Garden  
Center at noon.  

 



Monthly Meeting Refreshments 

 

Each month different members whose last name begins in a particular letter are 

requested to furnish refreshments for the club.  Below is the list, by month, for 

2012. 

 
January             T U V W X Y Z   July  T U V W X Y Z 

February A B C D    August  A B C D 

March  E F G H    September E F G H 

April  I J K L M    October I J K L M  

May  N O P R    November N O P R 

June  S     December HOLIDAY PARTY  

 

Members were selected by the approximate number of members attending each 

meeting. 

 

Refreshments for the month  of February are members whose  

last names begin in 

A, B, C, D 

LACSS Membership Form (Please print the following information)  
 

Name_________________________________  Phone___________________________  
 

Name of Additional Members:________________________________________________  
 

Address__________________________________________________________________  
 

City, State, Zip Code_______________________________________________________  
 

E-Mail Address____________________________________________________________  
 

Send me the newsletter by E -Mail  ɹ  Send me the newsletter by U.S. Mail($5 extra fee) ɹ   
 

Send me a plastic name badge ($6.50 each) ɹ   
 

Type of Membership:  New Member ɹ   Renewal ɹ   
 

 ɹ  Single Membership  $20 annually     $10 1/2 year (July or after)  

 ɹ  Family Membership $25 annually     $12.50 1/2 year (July or after)  

 ɹ  Newsletter by U.S. Mail $5 fee in addition to the membership charge   

 ɹ  Cash     ɹ Check:  number     
 
Special Interests ____________________________________________________________  
 



 



 


