
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society is a non-profit organization.  Since 1935 our purpose has been the education, conservation, & 
study of cacti & succulents.  The “ Cactus Chronicle”  is the official bulletin of the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society, an affiliate of the 
Cactus & Succulent Society of America, Inc.  Any material in the “ Cactus Chronicle”  may be copied or reproduced by other clubs on our 
mailing list, or any non-profit organization, provided proper credit is given to the author and the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society. 
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Presented by: Joe Clements 

 
Joe Clements has given countless presentations on a wide variety of succulent topics 
in accordance with the high demand for his spoken knowledge. Perhaps Joe is best 
known for his contributions to the Desert Garden at the Huntington Botanical 
Gardens, where he served as curator for 22 years. For the last five years he has 
directed the Rodman Arboretum at Pitzer College. Speaking of College, Joe received 
his formal education from both Whittier College and the University of Southern 
California. From the latter, he obtained a degree in Geology. Furthermore, Joe is co-author of the book 
“Dry Climate Gardening with Succulents.” He has served on the CSSA Board of Directors for more than 32 
years, and for his valued input to the organization, Joe is recipient of the CSSA’s Superior Service Award. 
In addition, Joe has been president of the San Gabriel Cactus and Succulent Society on several 
occasions, and has been co-chairman of their formal Study Group. Today Joe resides in Claremont, 
California together with his lovely wife, Susan.  
 
This particular presentation brings us closer to home. All too often in our travels to exotic, far away places 
we overlook the beauty right at our doorstep. We shall see some desert splendor in some of the last 
wilderness areas in Southern California. Please join us for photos of geology and plants from Joshua Tree 
National Monument, East Mojave National Preserve, Anza Borrego State Park, and surrounding locales.  
 
Next month: Tim Nomail "Show and Botanical Garden Favorites"  
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PLANTS FOR THE YEAR 2008 
LOS ANGELES CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY 

Entry Classes:  A new member may show as novice.  Any novice who has achieved 20 first place awards or 40 total awards 
must move to the Advanced Class at the beginning of the following year.  Owner of commercial nurseries must show in the open 
class; however, all members are free to show in open class. 
Pr izes:  In the Novice and Advanced entry classes, the top three scorers in cacti and the top three scorers in other succulents will 
be awarded prizes at the LACSS Holiday party in December.  Starting in 2008, the "Open" category will not be eligible for the 
annual awards due to limited number of entries.� 
Entry Requirements:  All entrants must be LACSS members.  We would like plant entries to be on the judging table no later 
than 7:15pm.  No more than two cacti and two other succulents per entrant per month.  Advanced and open class entries must 
have been in member’s possession at least six months.  Minimum possession for novice class has been waived.  All entries must 
be succulent plants.  If there is a tie between plants the following three guidelines will determine the winner of the tie breakers:  
Plants in flower, the rarity of the plant, and the public appeal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Month Cacti Succulents 
January Mammillaria under 6" pots Cotylendon, Tylecodon 
February Gymnocalycium Aloe & Aloe Hybrids 
March Thelocactus, Corypantha, Rebutia Gasteria & Gasteria hybrids 

April Ferocactus, Echinocactus 
Sansevieria & Sanseveria 

hybrids 

May 
Mexican oddities— 

Strombocactus, Pelecyphora, 
Aztekium, Lophophora 

Fouquieria, Idria 

June Echinopsis, Lobivia, Mediolobivia Haworthia & Haworthia Hybrids 

July 
Ariocarpus, Astrophytum, 

Obregonia 
Jatropha, Monadenium, 

Pedilanthus, Synadenium 
August Pereskia, Pereskiopsis Lithops, Conophytum, Faucaria 

September 
Pediocactus, Uebelmannia, 

Turbinicarpus 
Huernia, Caralluma, Hoodia 

October Crests, Montrose Crests, Montrose 
November Variegate Variegate 
December Annual Holiday Party 

Succulents (Caudiciform) 
Cycads 

Sarcocaulon, Pelargonium, Begonia 
Bursera, Pachycormus 

Ficus 

Adenia, Adenium 

Pachypodium, Pachycormus 

Uncarina, Pterodiscus 

Euphorbia caudiciform 

Bombax, Calibanus 

None 
None 

Points Awarded 
Condition 70% First 15 

Size and Maturity 15% Second 10 
Staging 10% Third 5 

Nomenclature 5% Others 2 

Judging Scale 
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We had a great crowd for our 6 March meeting with a wonderful program provided by Paul 
Klaassen on South America & Baja California. These monthly programs allow us to see cacti & 
succulents from places that we may never get to visit in our lifetime. The POM contest went well, 
however, we need more members to enter the monthly contest, the best way to learn more about 
your plants & plants of other members. We thank Artie Chavez & Paul Klasssen for judging the 
plants. We welcome Sandy Chase as our Guest/Membership chairperson. She needs at least two 
other members to assist her so step up & help. Sandy Chase, well I remember her well when she 
joined our club many years ago. We had a plant sale for our club & others at Griffith Park & Sandy 
& her friend who I believe was named Shirley from the Antelope Valley were there helping. Sandy is 
what I would call a "Naturalist" in that she loves & collects plants & small animals. Unfortunately a 
subject called "work to survive" prevented her from spending full time at the LA Zoo where she was 
a docent. I checked out a great book from our library at the last meeting titled "Aeonium In Habitat & 
Culture". Aeoniums are one of my favorite succulents as they are showy & easy to grow. This is a 
great book to read & enjoy & to get names for your plants that have no names so you can "double 
tag" them. Maxine & I really enjoyed the book for another reason as we have been to Tenerife in the 
Canary Islands many years ago. We could just walk a short distance from our hotel & see 
Aeoniums & many other succulents like Euphorbia canariensis. Wonderful Island, however, most of 
the land is dedicated to growing bananas in large groves, each enclosed with canvas for whatever 
reason, wind protection I would guess. Speaking of traveling, there are many places in the world 
that I traveled to in my 24-years on the Air Force & many places that Maxine & I have traveled to 
since. We have always wanted to go to two places, South Africa & the Galapagos Islands. Well we 
will probably never make it to South Africa at our age but we will go to the Galapagos. We will go 
with our daughter Karen Sturges (LACSS member) & husband Tom. We depart on 21 November & 
return on 1 December. We fly to Quito, Ecuador, spend a day there then fly to the Galapagos & 
board the ship Letty which has only 20 passengers, then visit some 7-8 islands to see the animal & 
plant life. I plan to get an new camera to take lots of pictures & promise go give a program for our 
club some time after our return. I don©t recall if we have ever had a program on the Galapagos.  
Well it is about time to get back to CACTUS RAMBLINGS. Our yard is starting to get back in order 
& it looks like our rains are about over unfortunately so we all have to get back to an orderly 
watering schedule. We are about done with our re-potting & moving plants around. We have started 
a round of fertilizing our plants with slow release fertilizer which we find works best for most plants. 
Our Opuntias are all starting a new round of growth. We had to cut some of them back as they were 
taking over the yard. As a side light our Brugmanisas (Angel trumpets) are in full bloom & 
magnificent. We love this time of the year, what the heck, at our age we love any time of the year. I 
will close with some startling news "DOUBLE TAG" your plants. 

Film: Hotel Heliconia  http://events.caltech.edu/events/event-4470.html 
April 26, 2:00 pm at Beckman Auditorium, Caltech, 332 S. Michigan Ave., Pasadena  
The heliconia, a tropical jungle plant with some of the most beautiful flowers on Earth, is both a rainforest 
hotel and supermarket. It provides a home and food for many fascinating creatures, all of which seem to be 
using the plant for their own gain but just who is pulling the strings? Stunning macro photography reveals 
how butterflies, bees, ants, hummingbirds, bats, and frogs take advantage of the plant’s offerings, while 
unwittingly contributing to the Heliconia’s survival as pollinators, fertilizers, and protectors. This film is a 
BBC Production. Tara Adele Gomez of Caltech’s Division of Biology will introduce the film and guide the 
post-screening discussion.  
 

http://events.caltech.edu/events/event
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Chinese Garden Open Now at The Huntington 
 

Liu Fang Yuan opened to the public February 23rd.  After ten years in the making,  The Huntington’s Garden of Flowing 
Fragrance, or Liu Fang Yuan, made its highly anticipated public debut on February 23rd.  Experience this breathtaking new 
landscape by visiting Liu Fang Yuan’s Garden of Flowing Fragrance at The Huntington. 

http://www.midstatesconference.org
http://www.cssma.org
http://www.midstatesconference.org
http://www.cssma.org


Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society 
Cacti of the Month  May 2008 - Mexican oddities— 

Strombocactus, Pelecyphora, Aztekium, Lophophora 

Strombocactus disciformis is a rare species of cacti and the only 
species of the genus Strombocactus. The plant originates from Central and 
Northeast Mexico. 
 
Taxonomy—The species has several forms and subspecies: 

    *  Strombocactus disciformis f. cristata 
    Pictured : * Strombocactus disciformis ssp. esperanzae > 

 

Pelecyphora strobiliformis 
Common Name(s): Peyote, Pinecone Cactus 
Synonym(s): Ariocarpus strobiliformis, Encephalocarpus strobiliformis 

Subfamily: Cactoideae 
Tribe: Cacteae 
Distribution: Nuevo Leon, San Luis 
Potosi, Tamaulipas - Mexico (North 
America) 
Habit: Globose 
Flower: Pink  
Encounterability: Unusual in Collections 
 

Picture taken at Gene Schroeder’s private collection. 

Aztekium r itter i http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aztekium 
The genus Aztekium contains only two species of small globular cactus. Discovered 
in 1929 by F. Ritter, in Rayones, Nuevo León, Mexico, this genus was thought to be 
monotypic (with Aztekium ritteri) until a second species (Aztekium hintonii) was 
discovered by George S. Hinton, in Galeana, Nuevo León in 1991. 
 

This genus is found only in Mexico and is native to the state of Nuevo León. 
Though these two species are much sought after, there remain millions of plants in 
habitat. It was estimated that there were in the order of tens of millions of plants of 
A. hintonii, and at present most of its range is pristine. Though A. ritteri has been 
collected for decades and there has been destruction of its habitat, the number of 
plants in habitat is several million. 
 

Its name is dedicated to the Aztec people, due to the resemblance between the plant©s 
shape and certain Aztec sculptures.  Description:  Aztekium ritteri is a small plant 
(aroung 20 mm wide), with 9 to 11 ribs, which typically have transverse wrinkles. Its color varies from pale green to grayish-
green. The center of the cactus contains a lot of white wool. Flowers are small (less than 10 mm wide), with white petals and 
pinkish sepals. The plants bear small pinkish berry-like fruits. A. hintonii is larger, to 10 cm in diameter, 10 to 18 grooved ribs, 
flowers magenta to 3 cm. It grows only on gypsum. 
 

Cultivation:  These species grow extremely slowly, taking around two years to attain 3 mm diameter. They are usually 
propagated by seeds. 

Lophophora williamsii http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lophophora 
 

Lophophora (John M. Coulter, 1894) is a genus of spineless, button-like cacti native 
to the southwestern United States (Texas and New Mexico) through Northeast 
Mexico and South to Querétaro.  The species are extremely slow growing, sometimes 
taking up to thirty years to reach flowering age (at the size of about a golf ball, not 
including the root) in the wild. Cultivated specimens grow considerably faster, 
usually taking between three to ten years to reach from seedling to mature flowering 
adult. Due to this slow growth and over-harvesting by collectors, the species are 
considered to be in danger of extinction in the wild.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aztekium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lophophora
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aztekium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lophophora
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Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society 
Succulent of the Month  May 2008 - Fouquieria, Idria 

Fouquier ia  
Fouquieria is a genus of 11 species of desert plants, the sole genus in the family 
Fouquieriaceae. The genus includes the Ocotillo (F. splendens) and the Boojum tree 
or Cirio (F. columnaris). They have succulent stems with thinner spikes projecting 
from them, with leaves on the spikes. They are unrelated to cacti and do not look 
much like them; their stems are proportionately thinner than cactus stems and their 
leaves are larger. 
 
These plants are native to northern Mexico and the bordering US states of Arizona, 
southern California, New Mexico, and parts of southwestern Texas, favoring low, 
arid hillsides. 
 
The Seri people identify three species of Fouquieria in their area of Mexico: 
jomjéeziz or xomjéeziz (F. splendens), jomjéeziz caacöl (F. diguetii, Baja California 
tree ocotillo), and cototaj (F. columnaris, boojum). 
 
The genus is named after French physician Pierre Fouquier (1776-1850). 
 

 
Ocotillo flower with bee: 

The ocoti l lo (Fouquieria 
splendens - also called the 
coachwhip, Jacob©s staff, and 
the vine cactus) is a curious, 
and unique desert plant of the 
southwestern United States 
and northern Mexico. For 
much of the year, the plant 
appears to be an arrangement 
of large spiny dead sticks, 
although closer examination 

reveals that the stems are partly green. With rainfall the plant quickly 
becomes lush with small (2-4 cm) ovate leaves, which may remain for 
weeks or even months. 

 
The stems may reach a diameter of 5 cm at the base, and the plant may grow to a height of 10 m. The plant branches very heavily 
at its base, but above that the branches are pole-like and only infrequently divide further, and specimens in cultivation may not 
exhibit any secondary branches. The leaf stalks harden into blunt spines, and new leaves sprout from the base of the spine. The 
bright red flowers appear in spring and summer, occurring as a group of small tube shapes at the tip of the stem. 

 
Ocotillo poles are a common fencing material in their native region, and often take root to 
form a living fence. Owing to light weight and an interesting pattern, these have been used for 
canes or walking sticks. 
 
Pictured, Fouquieria splendens.   
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fouquieriaceae 



Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society
Succulent of the Month  May 2008 - Adenia and Adenium

Adenium is a member of
the Apocynaceae,  and a
relative of Pachypodium,
Oleander, and Vinca.
The Apocynaceae is
home to many showy
flowering plants used for
ornamental and medicinal
purposes.  Oleander is a
staple of much of
Southern California
Gardening, Vinca is
grown world.

Adenium are native to
Africa.  Adenium are
easy to grow, requiring
only good fertilizer, and
lots of water when in
growth, and protection
from cold and damp
when dormant.  Some
growers place their
plants in their garages in
late fall to force
dormancy, and protect
them from cold and
damp. Adenium
hybridization for caudex
shape and flower color is
being undertaken around
the world.  One of the
best hybridizers is Bill
Hagblom, and the
pictures that are on his
page are his.

Adenia is an entirely
unrelated plant, a
member of the Passiflora
or Passion Flower family.
Most of the collectable
Adenias have large bases
that support climbing
stems or branches.  In
habitat they are often
found in brush, with the
branches scrambling up
through brush, or
alternately growing in a
open area, entirely
covered by a sprawling
mass of live and dead
stems.

In cultivation the
sprawling stems are
regularly pruned to keep
the plant good looking in
a pot (as well as
transportable).  All of the
Adenia are cold sensitive,
particularly when young,
and should never be
exposed to cold and
damp.

Collectable species
include Adenia globosa,
with a green spherical
body, resembling in
texture and color a giant
avocado.

Another wonderful spiny
species is Adenia
spinosa.  In this species
the body is gray brown at
the base, fading to an
olive green on the upper
surface.  A forest of
dense spiny branches
comes from the caudex.

Adenia glauca has a
base much like an
Adenium, before tapering
to a vine like stem.

Tom Glavich
June 2004



2008 Club Officials and Officers 

L A C S S    M E M B E R S H I  P    F O R M   2 0 0 8 
 

If your contact info has changed during 2007, please include the updated info with your renewal. Thanks!! 
O  Yes I would like to be a member of the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society! 
Membership choice: Single membership O $15/yr O $7.50 1/2 yr. Family membership O $20/yr O$10 1/2 yr 
        

Name: _____________________________________Names of the additional members: ______________________ 
Address: ___________________________________City, State & Zip: ___________________________________ 
Phone_____________________ Fax_________________ Email:________________________________________ 
Birth Day_____________________________ Anniversary Date ____________________ 
Please make check out to “LACSS” and send this form along with check or money order to:   
 

LACSS, P.O. Box 280581, Northridge, CA 91328   
 

Half Year  Memberships Available after  June 2008.    Check here for  Engraved  Name Badge     O $8.00 extra 

� �� � � � � � � � 	 
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 	 � � � � � � � �� � � � � � �

NOVICE 
CACTI: 1st Bill Dall Thelocactus species. 2nd/3rd none. 
SUCCULENTS: 1st Scott Schaffer Gasteria armstrongii. 2nd Scott Schaffer Gasteria pillansii.  
3rd John Martinez Gasteria nigracans. 3rd John Martinez Gasteria hybrid.  
CAUDICIFORM: 1st Bill Dall Bursera faqaroides. 2nd/3rd none.  

ADVANCED 
1st Tom Thompson Thelocactus macdowelii. 2nd Barbara Nolan Rebutia species.  
3rd Tom Thompson Rebutia bainingiane.  
SUCCULENTS: 1st Barbara Nolan Gasteria species. 2nd Barbara Nolan Gasteria bicolor.  
3rd Tom Thompson Gasteria obtusifolia. 3rd Tom Thompson Gasteria hybrid.  
CAUDICIFORM: none.  

OPEN 
1st Matt Maggio Corypantha lesteri. 2nd Matt Maggio Thelocactus hestifer. 3rd none.  
SUCCULENTS: none.  
CAUDICIFORM: none. 

President- Jeff Karsner                             818 / 623-0685         jeffkarsner@aol.com 
VP Special Events- Douglas George        626 / 359-0133         doug_w_george@hotmail.com 
VP P.O.M.- Walt Wegner                          818 / 225-7336         wlwegner@msn.com 
VP Programs– Matt Maggio                      818 / 782-2075         cactusmatt1@yahoo.com 
Treasurer- Ron Main                                 661 / 265-9179         ron@mwicom.net 
Secretary- Helen Frank                             818 / 985-5887         helen.frank@adelphia.net 
Directors– I. Efren Flores                          661 / 260-1404 
                  II. John Martinez                      805 / 523-1389         jwm5555@sbcglobal.net 
Librarian- Joyce Schumann                       818 / 705-3224         ropojo@pacbell.net 
Cactus Chronicle Editor- Liz Tungate        818 / 891-0330         dyn2sr5@earthlink.net 
Membership Chair-Sandy Chase               818 / 367-0864 
Publication Chairman– John Matthews     661 / 297-5364          jgmplants@aol.com 
CSSA Rep.- Duke Benadom                     805 / 526-8620          duke-kaz@sbcglobal.net 

 

EVERYONE SHOULD WEAR THEIR NAMETAGS�
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General Meeting starts at 7:30 PM on the first Thursday of the month at the Sepulveda Garden Center 
located at 16633 Magnolia Blvd. in Encino between Hayvenhurst and Balboa.  

Set-up and social hour starts at 6:30 PM.    
 

Bring a smile!  Make new friends!  GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!     


