
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society is a non-profit organization.  Since 1935 our purpose has been the education, conservation, & 
study of cacti & succulents.  The “ Cactus Chronicle”  is the official bulletin of the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society, an affiliate of the 
Cactus & Succulent Society of America, Inc.  Any material in the “ Cactus Chronicle”  may be copied or reproduced by other clubs on our 
mailing list, or any non-profit organization, provided proper credit is given to the author and the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society. 
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2/7/1964– Beatles 
arrive in New York 
and “Beatlemania” 
arrives! 

February 2008 � � � � � �� � � � � � ��
� � � 	 
 �� � 
� � � 	 
 �� � 
  

� �� ��� � � �	

� � ��

 � ��� � �

�� � � �
� � � � 
� � � � 

jeffkarsner@aol.com 

� � ��� �	

� �� 
� �
� � � � � �� 

�� � � �
�  � !"##"

dyn2sr5@earthlink.net 

� � � ��� � � ��� 	 
��� � � 
 � � 
 � �� �� �

� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � �	 � 
 � � � ��	 � 
 � � � ��	 � 
 � � � ��	 � 
 � � � � 



 � � � � � � � �� � �� � � � � � � �� � �� � � � � � � �� � �� � � � � � � �� � � ����
Presented by: Laurel Woodley 

 
After leaving Santa Monica City College Laurel Woodley 
transferred to UCLA and subsequently received her B.A. and 
M.A. in Zoology with a specialization in Entomology. She 
also has a minor in Botany from the same institution. Laurel 
has been an instructor at LACC and LAVC, but spent 17 
years teaching at LA Southwest College followed by 18 years 
at LA Harbor College in the Biological Sciences. She retired 
in the summer of 2004 and has been volunteering at South 
Coast Botanical Garden working on plant I.D. in  
preparation for new plant label installation at the garden. In 
addition, she enjoys Natural History, travel, and 
macrophotography. A little macrophotography will be 
demonstrated during this month’s program on a place 
embraced by succulent lovers. Namaqualand sounds like it 
could be portrayed in Lord of the Rings, but it’s really full of 
interesting plants. Moreover, straddles the Western and 
Northwestern Cape Provinces of South Africa. Expect to see 
amazing photos of winter growing succulents, bulbs, wild 
flowers, and some splendid scenery. 
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PLANTS FOR THE YEAR 2008 
LOS ANGELES CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY 

Entry Classes:  A new member may show as novice.  Any novice who has achieved 20 first place awards or 40 total awards 
must move to the Advanced Class at the beginning of the following year.  Owner of commercial nurseries must show in the open 
class; however, all members are free to show in open class. 
Pr izes:  In the Novice and Advanced entry classes, the top three scorers in cacti and the top three scorers in other succulents will 
be awarded prizes at the LACSS Holiday party in December.  Starting in 2008, the "Open" category will not be eligible for the 
annual awards due to limited number of entries.� 
Entry Requirements:  All entrants must be LACSS members.  We would like plant entries to be on the judging table no later 
than 7:15pm.  No more than two cacti and two other succulents per entrant per month.  Advanced and open class entries must 
have been in member’s possession at least six months.  Minimum possession for novice class has been waived.  All entries must 
be succulent plants.  If there is a tie between plants the following three guidelines will determine the winner of the tie breakers:  
Plants in flower, the rarity of the plant, and the public appeal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Month Cacti Succulents 
January Mammillaria under 6"  pots Cotylendon, Tylecodon 
February Gymnocalycium Aloe & Aloe Hybrids 
March Thelocactus, Corypantha, Rebutia Gasteria & Gasteria hybrids 

April Ferocactus, Echinocactus 
Sansevieria & Sanseveria 

hybrids 

May 
Mexican oddities— 

Strombocactus, Pelecyphora, 
Aztekium, Lophophora 

Fouquiria, Idria 

June Echinopsis, Lobivia, Mediolobivia Haworthia & Haworthia Hybrids 

July 
Ariocarpus, Astrophytum, 

Obregonia 
Jatropha, Monadenium, 

Pedilanthus, Synadenium 
August Pereskia, Pereskiopsis Lithops, Conophytum, Faucaria 

September 
Pediocactus, Uebelmannia, 

Turbinicarpus 
Huernia, Caralluma, Hoodia 

October Crests, Montrose Crests, Montrose 
November Variegate Variegate 
December Annual Holiday Party 

Succulents (Caudiciform) 
Cycads 

Sarcocaulon, Pelargonium, Begonia 
Bursera, Pachycormus 

Ficus 

Adenia, Adenium 

Pachypodium, Pachycormus 

Uncarina, Pterodiscus 

Euphorbia caudiciform 

Bombax, Calibanus 

None 
None 

Points Awarded 
Condition 70% First 15 

Size and Maturity 15% Second 10 
Staging 10% Third 5 

Nomenclature 5% Others 2 

Judging Scale 
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Barbara Hall—2/3 
Linda Nelson—2/28                                                                            (� ��
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At our 3 January meeting we were treated to a special program on Aloes of South Africa by our own Duke 
Benadom. Thanks Duke. We had a good turn-out at the meeting, however, many of our long time members were 
absent so come to the next meeting. The POM contest went well with many very nice plants. I was disappointed 
that there were no Cycads entered in the advanced category. We thank Duke Benadom & Matt Maggio for judging 
the plants & providing us with growing tips, something that we all need. Steve Frieze gave us a pep talk concerning 
our June show & sale here at the Sepulveda Gardens. This is our annual show & sale & we need EVERYONE to 
participate with the many tasks involved. Most importantly, every member is encouraged to sign-up for a 
educational display. This can be just a few plants or many & the most important thing is to describe the display so 
that our visitors can learn about our hobby. I was disappointed last year in that the winners had little information 
about their displays, no I am not a poor loser. As you all know, we have a new slate of officers/directors for 2008 & 
it is important that we all support them & our club. We still need 2-3 members to be on the membership/greetings 
committee to greet new people attending our meetings, give out name tags & introduce them around. It is unfair to 
expect Liz Tungate to do this as she has her hands full with being the editor of the Chronicle.  
 
OK now back to CACTUS RAMBLINGS. Where do I begin???? Well so far our winter has been mild with no frosty 
weather at least here in Woodland Hills. The winds, however, are creating problems for us with some of our taller 
potted plants getting blown over. We keep moving them around but still have problems, how about you? Our Aloes 
are doing good with many in bloom along with a few Gasterias, Sedums & Crassulas. We are still fighting Oxalis in 
our yard & in potted plants. There seem to be no good cure so we will just have to live with it. We are still re-potting 
many plants & finding the best places to put them for display & to cope with the weather & sunshine. We are in 
need of a really good potting bench, does anyone know where to get one in the West valley? We have read with 
alarm many stories of problems South of the border from Tijuana to San Quintin with robberies & beatings by men 
posing as police officers. This has curtained business in that area. It is a pity that the government of Mexico cannot 
provide safe passage in that area. We have cancelled our planed trip to Bahia de Los Angeles for April Well it is 
about to close this edition of CACTUS RAMLIINGS with the usual advise to DOUBLE TAG your plants. Also, this is 
a good time to check your tags & re-label those that need it. Big problem if you find tags that you can no longer 
read the name.  

Succulentastic! 
by Jeff Karsner, LACSS president 
 
January 19th may well have been the most 
perfect winter’s day so far this season, 
and members from CSSA and the 8 local 
clubs took full advantage of it at the 
Huntington’s first Desert Forum. Nearly 
150 visitors from Santa Barbara to Orange 
County converged upon the Desert 
Garden for a free tour, sale and talk that 
seemed to delight all. Visitors toured the 
garden which had staffers posted 
throughout, including curators John Trager 
(holding court in the Desert Conservatory) 
and Gary Lyons (who was later 
autographing his book about the garden.) 
Even Myron Kimnach, former director of 
the gardens, was posted down by the new 
Heritage Walk to lend his nearly 50-year 
perspective on the surrounding 
magnificence. After lunch and mimosas in 
the Teaching Greenhouse (see the pic of LACSS members in there), it was off to the nursery for sales. Garden Director Jim 
Folsom closed out the day with a talk about plans for the DG’s next hundred years, along with an invitation to come back next 
year to what he has now declared to be an annual event. Many who come to sit and listen to the assortment of speakers at the 
annual Succulent Symposium over Labor Day weekend never make it out to see the garden, usually because it’s so hot then…
but now we have a forum in peak aloe season expressly for those who want to appreciate the garden itself. Hope to see you at 
next year’s 2nd annual event! 
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Recipe for Fertilizer—courtesy of Norma Lewis 
 
1 can beer  
1 cup of Epson salts.  
1/2 cup of Ammonal  
1 cups of warm water  
Mix all four ingredients  
Use 1/2 ounce at a time. ONE TIME every two weeks, add this mixture to the water  
( 1 gallon) when watering your cactus.  
 
This was given to me from a gal that calls herself Rosebud.  

http://www.midstatesconference.org
http://www.cssma.org


Hot Off The Press—courtesy of 
Norma Lewis 
 
NEW off the press (Hermine Stover) I 
have used Windex to get rid of scale, 
and other pests. When dead just 
wash off with a sharp spray of water 
from a nozzle. It works great on my 
Sans. I inherited this problem and 
haven©t been able to control it. Try it 
out first on a plant you don©t mind 
experimenting with. Dirty soap and 
water works well, (Grandma Stein) 
especially if it has a little oil, fat from 
dirty dishes. Just toss over the roses, 
and succulents, then wash off, same 
as Safer©s soap, I have also used 
Whisky, diluted, anything with Alcohol 
content. I have used Purex, Cholex, 
on dirty soil, with mealies, and 
washed it clean as well, I put my dirty 
pots into a bucket and added Purex 
gave them a bath , (20 min. ) You can 
also put soil, and pots, small amts. in 
the microwave. 5 min before planting 
seed. I have used Yardley©s shampoo 
with coconut oil, 1.5 tbs per gallon. 
(ex Seymour Linden) I have used 
dish soap with coconut oil, (Smart 
and Final) I have used Neem oil, for 
white fly and black gnats, (scaria fly) I 
know I©m leaving out other good 
things, please add your suggestions.  

 
 

Norma Lewis’ Gasteria Collection  > 



2008 Club Officials and Officers 
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If your contact info has changed during 2007, please include the updated info with your renewal. Thanks!! 
O  Yes I would like to be a member of the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society! 
Membership choice: Single membership O $15/yr O $7.50 1/2 yr. Family membership O $20/yr O$10 1/2 yr 
        

Name: _____________________________________Names of the additional members: ______________________ 
Address: ___________________________________City, State & Zip: ___________________________________ 
Phone_____________________ Fax_________________ Email:________________________________________ 
Birth Day_____________________________ Anniversary Date ____________________ 
Please make check out to “LACSS” and send this form along with check or money order to:   
 

LACSS, P.O. Box 280581, Northridge, CA 91328   
 

Half Year  Memberships Available after  June 2008.    Check here for  Engraved  Name Badge     O $8.00 extra 
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NOVICE 
CACTI: 1st John Martinez Mammillaria delarosae; 2nd Rio Cernik Mammillaria carmenae; 3rd Rio Cernik 
Mammillaria species; 3rd Bill Dall Mammillaria plumosa. 
SUCCULENTS: 1st Mari Johnson Tylecodon pecorsonii; 2nd Bill Dall Tylecodon panicalata; 3rd none.  
CAUDICIFORM:1st John Martinez Ceratozania mexicana; 2nd John Martinez Cycad species; 3rd none.  

ADVANCED 
CACTI: 1st Barbara Nolan Mammillaria plumosa; 2nd Barbara Hall Mammillaria geminispina; 3rd Bar-
bara Nolan Mammillaria species;  
SUCCULENTS: 1st John Matthews Tylecodon veticulatus; 2nd Barbara Hall Tylecodon personii; 3rd 
Manny Rivera Tylecodon species; 3rd Manny Rivera Tylecodon species.  
CAUDICIFORM: 1/2/3 none.  

OPEN 
CACTI: 1st Bryan Chan Mammillaria fragilis; 2/3 none.  
SUCCULENTS: 1st Bryan Chan Tylecodon bucholziana; 2/3 none. CAUDICIFORM: 1/2/3 none.  

President- Jeff Karsner                             818 / 623-0685         jeffkarsner@aol.com 
VP Special Events- Douglas George        626 / 359-0133         doug_w_george@hotmail.com 
VP P.O.M.- Walt Wegner                          818 / 225-7336         wlwegner@msn.com 
VP Programs– Matt Maggio                      818 / 782-2075         cactusmatt1@yahoo.com 
Treasurer- Ron Main                                 661 / 265-9179         ron@mwicom.net 
Secretary- Helen Frank                             818 / 985-5887         helen.frank@adelphia.net 
Directors– I. Efren Flores                          661 / 260-1404 
                  II. John Martinez                      805 / 523-1389         jwm5555@sbcglobal.net 
Librarian- Joyce Schumann                       818 / 705-3224         ropojo@pacbell.net 
Cactus Chronicle Editor- Liz Tungate        818 / 891-0330         dyn2sr5@earthlink.net 
        and Membership Chair 
Publication Chairman– John Matthews     661 / 297-5364          jgmplants@aol.com 
CSSA Rep.- Duke Benadom                     805 / 526-8620          duke-kaz@sbcglobal.net 

 

EVERYONE SHOULD WEAR THEIR NAMETAGS�
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General Meeting starts at 7:30 PM on the first Thursday of the month at the Sepulveda Garden Center 
located at 16633 Magnolia Blvd. in Encino between Hayvenhurst and Balboa.  

Set-up and social hour starts at 6:30 PM.    
 

Bring a smile!  Make new friends!  GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!     


