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The Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society is a non-profit organization. Snce 1935 our purpose has been the education, conservation, &
study of cacti & succulents. The “ Cactus Chronicle” is the official bulletin of the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society, an affiliate of the
Cactus & Succulent Society of America, Inc. Any material in the “ Cactus Chronicle” may be copied or reproduced by other clubs on our
mailing list, or any non-profit organization, provided proper credit is given to the author and the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society.

Presented by: Paul Klaassen
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PLANTSFOR THE YEAR 2008
LOSANGELESCACTUSAND SUCCULENT SOCIETY

Month Cacti Succulents Succulents (Caudicifor m)
January Mammillaria under 6" pots Cotylendon, Tylecodon Cycads
February Gymnocalycium Aloe & Aloe Hybrids Sarcocaulon, Pelargonium, Begonia
March Thelocacs:éﬁ?arypantha, Gasteria & Gasteria hybrids Bursera, Pachycormus
April Ferocactus, Echinocactus Sanseweﬂa & Sanseveria Ficus
ybrids
Mexican oddities—
May Strombocactus, Pelecyphora, Fouquiria, Idria Adenia, Adenium
Aztekium, Lophophora
June Echinopsis, Lobivia, Mediolobivia | Haworthia & Haworthia Hybrids Pachypodium, Pachycormus
Ariocarpus, Astrophytum, Jatropha, Monadenium, . :
July Obregonia Pedilanthus, Synadenium Uncarina, Pterodiscus
August Pereskia, Pereskiopsis Lithops, Conophytum, Faucaria Euphorbia caudiciform
September Ped|ocactu§, _Uebelmanma, Huernia, Caralluma, Hoodia Bombax, Calibanus
Turbinicarpus
October Crests, Montrose Crests, Montrose None
November Variegate Variegate None
December Annual Holiday Party

Entry Classes: A new member may show as novice. Any novice who has achieved 20 first place awards or 40 total awards
must move to the Advanced Class at the beginning of the following year. Owner of commercial nurseries must show in the open
class; however, all members are free to show in open class.
Prizes: Inthe Novice and Advanced entry classes, the top three scorersin cacti and the top three scorersin other succulents will
be awarded prizes at the LACSS Holiday party in December. Starting in 2008, the "Open" category will not be eligible for the
annual awards due to limited number of entries.
Entry Requirements: All entrants must be LACSS members. We would like plant entries to be on the judging table no later
than 7:15pm. No more than two cacti and two other succulents per entrant per month. Advanced and open class entries must
have been in member’s possession at least six months. Minimum possession for novice class has been waived. All entries must
be succulent plants. If thereis atie between plants the following three guidelines will determine the winner of the tie breakers:
Plantsin flower, the rarity of the plant, and the public appeal.

Judging Scale Points Awar ded
Condition 70% First 15
Size and Maturity 15% Second 10
Staging 10% Third 5
Nomenclature 5% Others 2
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I, Where or where do | begin???? Our club has had some really spectacular events lately so | guess | will just begin W
ZIN with the first great event & that wasthe DAY AT THE HUNTINGTON, thanks to our President, Jeff Karsner, & the 21N
3¢ staff at the HUNTINGTON. We had alarge turn-out for the DESERT FORUM & thanks to Jeff our club had Gary 3¢
alz Lyonsasour tour guide for the DESERT GARDENS. We were also honored to have Myron Kimnak (agiantinour  \z
hobby) join us on the tour. The "Snacks & Beverages' were excellent as was the plant sale area. To top the event off, 7™
7~ we had Jim Folsom give us an informative talk on The Future of the Desert Gardens. Gary Lyons was available to 9:%
Alz sign his book on Desert Plants, which our daughter (member) from Orinda had him do. Outstanding book which our iz

club needs to add to our library. Our only regret was that more of our novice members missed a chance to enjoy the n

Az Az
ZI\ freetour. N
3% 3%
WOW, another great meeting on the 7th of February with Laurel Woodley® presentation on Namaqualand. We had a
Alz Az
I\ good turn-out of members, however, we still need aHOSPITALITY COMMITTEE to meet & greet members & 7N\
%:é guests. Not just one person but a committee of three to allow at least two being there for each meeting, oneto signin %:é
Al Visitors & one to introduce the visitors to members to make them feel at home. The POM contest went well & we Al
N thank Artie Chavez & Laurel Woodley for judging the plants & providing us information on their growth & N

7.% presentation. Speaking of the POM contest, thiswill be my last year as VP of POM. | will prepare the POM listing 7
Az for 2009 later in the year so the newly elected VP of POM will have agood start. | will continue, of course, to attend ;04
the meetings, bring door prize plants & writethe CACTUS RAMBLINGS aslong as| can. Maxine & | find it hard to

/N drive much at night (except to LACSS meetings) & restrict our night driving. | guess we all have to slow down at 2N
2 sometimein our life. We do need a HISTORIAN for our club also, so to get things started, | will give abrief recap ¢
A, Of LACSS, early days. Our club was founded in 1935 & met a various places until the 1960@when we settled herein
7K the valley. Our history on our web-siteisin error with our joining he club in 1967 (date | retired from the Air Force), 7N
2K weactualy joined in 1975 mainly due to the fact that the meeting were held on Sunday afternoons & we had a gang é:é
alz of kids still at home & wanted to spend our time with then on weekends. We were not treated very well at our first — alg
, few meetings as the club had a rather strict group running things. We took our first trip all the way down to Cabo San
7~ Lucasin 1975 & wetried to get some information on plant life enroute, but didn®get much help W~
;‘é (HOSPITALITY !, The movers & shakersin those days were ayoung Woody Minnich, Ed & Betty Gay, Victor ;‘4
, Turecek, Kitty Sabo, Chet (white pot) Emery. | was elected to be a Director though & soon after given the Treasurers
7KK job which | held for many years along with being the Editor of the Chronicle for some 12 years. In those early years 7N
9:% we attended every CSSA Convention which we enjoyed very much. More on our history next month. A4

7N
Al Al
4 :‘ NOW BACK TO CACTUS RAMBLINGS (finaly). | don®know about you but many of our plants that suffered 4 :‘
Mg Al

2 from last years freeze have not come back as we would have wished. However, thisisthe time of year that welook 2
\lz forward to with the weather warming & our plants coming to life. We have finally arranged most plantswherewe — alz
N \want & have completed re-potting many. We are also enjoying our Tylecodons & our other winter growers, The ¢ :‘
7\~ thing that we are looking forward to the most is our many (over 100) potted Schick Echinopsis hybrids that should ').%
Alz put on agreat flowering show this spring & summer. We are still 1ooking for a potting bench, any suggestions? Will ;:é
Az close now, but remember to DOUBLE TAG your plants. Az
I\ I\
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Film: Hotel Heliconia http://events.caltech.edu/events/event-4470.htm

April 26, 2:00 pm at Beckman Auditorium, Caltech, 332 S. Michigan Ave., Pasadena

The heliconia, atropical jungle plant with some of the most beautiful flowers on Earth, is both arainforest
hotel and supermarket. It provides a home and food for many fascinating creatures, all of which seem to be
using the plant for their own gain but just who is pulling the strings? Stunning macro photography reveas
how butterflies, bees, ants, hummingbirds, bats, and frogs take advantage of the plant’s offerings, while
unwittingly contributing to the Heliconia s survival as pollinators, fertilizers, and protectors. Thisfilmisa
BBC Production. Tara Adele Gomez of Caltech’s Division of Biology will introduce the film and guide the
post-screening discussion.
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Cacti of the Month April 2008 - Echinocactus and Ferocactus

The Cacti of the Month for January are the two genera of Barrel
Cactus from Mexico, with outliers stretching into the Southern US and
Guatemala.

Echinocactus grusonii entered in the 2001 Intercity Show by Jacques
DeTisne

Echinocactus was once one of the ‘main’ genera of cacti, and had over
a hundred species and more than a thousand names. As additional
callection and research continued over the years, most of the species
were separated into other genera, leaving only the nine that remain.
Echinocactus  superficially resemble  Ferocactus, however
Echinocactus have straight spines, while Ferocactus have hooked
spines and nectar glands on the areoles.

Echinocacti are generaly large plants, growing to three feet or more
in diameter, and as high. The most common example is Echinocactus
grusonii, popularly known as the ‘ golden barrel cactus’ or ‘ mother-in-
law’s armchair’, and a staple of any cactus garden. We are fortunate
in having them grow well anywhere in Southern California. They are
a prominent feature of the Huntington's cactus garden, and one of the
key plants in the Getty Museum garden as well.

Echinocactus grow well in normal cactus soils. The Texas species are
sensitive to over watering, but Echinocactus grusonii is nearly
indestructible, and does best when planted in the ground.

Other species include:

Echinocactus horizonthalonius which grows wider than tal, has
great spines, but requires more heat than we generally have for good
growth.

Echinocactus ingens grows taller than the others, and has frosted
white ribs and a yell owish wooal.

Echinocactus texensis is a smaller species.
spectacular flowers of the genus.

It has the only

Ferocactus is medium sized genus, with about 40 members.

With age, Ferocactus generally get to be very large plants, particularly
when grown in the ground; fortunately, they are fairly slow growers.
When grown in pots, they will stay at a comfortable size for many
years. Although there are only about 40 species, many of them are
fairly variable, with widely varying spine lengths, shapes, textures and
colors, depending on the specific locality.

Ferocactus pottsii v. alamosanus entered by C & J Spotts in the
2001 CSSA Show

Ferocactus are easily grown, and most are perfectly happy outdoors
without protection year round in Southern California. A normal
well draining potting mix will do well. They need sun to bring out
the colors and textures of the spines.

Ferocactus are easily raised from seed. Planting is most successful
when done in April or May. The seedlings grow slowly at first, but
soon take off. There are several advantages to growing Ferocactus
from seed. Thefirst is that the selection of type localities and spine
variations is far greater than you will ever see at a plant show or
sale. The second and most important is that you get to grow the
plant through it’s awkward juvenile growth. During the second year
Ferocactus spines grow completely out of proportion to the
Ferocactus body. A Ferocactus that will eventually by a foot in
diameter, and 4 feet tall with 3 or four inch spines, will have as a
seedling a body less than an inch in diameter, with spines an inch or
more long.

Favorite Species

Ferocactus chrysacanthus from Bgja California has dense golden
spines, and becomes a spectacular species when about 8 inches in
diameter. It will grow to 3 feet, eventually.

Ferocactus emoryi, from Arizona and Sonora, and shown above has
long red spines that can vary from straight to hooked.

Ferocactus latispinus, from central Mexico, has flat reddish spines,
with distinct grooves running crosswise, particularly on the bottom.
A variety, Ferocactus latispinus v spiralis has the spines forming a
spiral pattern up the stem. A spectacular plant when it gets to be
about 18 inches tall.

Ferocactus rectispinus closely related to F emoryi has bright red
Spines.

Ferocactus stainesii, from San Luis Potosi, has red to carmine
spines, clusters quickly, and can grow to 9 feet, given enough time.
Ferocactus wislizenii, another Baja species has flat spines. It grows
more in the winter than the summer.

References

N. L. Britton & J. N. Rose, The Cactaceae

C. Innes and C. Glass, Cacti

J. Pilbeam, Cacti for the Connoisseur

Cullmann, Gotz & Groner, The Encyclopedia of Cacti

Tom Glavich January 2004 - Photos by T. Nomer
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We are pleased to start the year off with the acquisition of anew book. Itistitled “ Aeonium—In Habitat
and Cultivation” authored by Rudolf Schultz. Thanksto John Mathews for being in the right place at the
right time to be able to pick up acopy for us. Thisisagreat new addition, continuing in my quest to have
more Genus specific selections. | hope to add one or two new books soon. If anyone has afavorite to
recommend, please let me know.

| have updated the book list by author and subject and will have these handouts available at the March
meeting. These handouts will join the usual information, CSSA Journals, book reviews, etc. The book
selection will be focused on the POM of April.

I need to know who is a member and who is not to help prevent a book being checked out by someone who
does not have that privilege. Please help me make an easy 1.D. and wear your name badge.

Be sure to stop by the Library table and




L os Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society

Succulent of the Month — April 2008 Sansevieria

Sansevieria patens by Karen Ostler
photo T. Nomer

There are about 60 species of Sansevieria, but
since many of the species are variable and have
widespread habitats, there are more names than
this. There are aso dozens of cultivars,
particularly of variegated Sansevieria. They are
currently in the Dracenaceae family, but have
moved through the ‘dumping ground’ families. In
older references, they will be found in the Lilaceae,
Aloinaceae, Agavaceae, and other families. Most
Sansevieria are native to Africa, although some
come from India, Asia and the South Sea Islands.

They are among the easiest of all succulent plants
to grow, requiring only a pot or a spot in the
ground. They are tolerant of incredible neglect and
abuse, but most grow rapidly and well if watered
and fertilized regularly. They do well in Southern
Cdlifornia outdoors or in, and suffer damage only if
they are cold and wet. They are free from most
pests, suffering only rarely from scale. They are
prone to fungal rusts, particularly in damp weather.
The only cure for rust is to cut off the infected
leaves, sterilizing the cutting tool after each cut (an
alcohol wipe will do) and then spray the entire
plant with a fungicide such as Funginex.

Prevention is much easer.
moving air prevent most rusts.

Bright light, and

Sansevieria propagation is remarkably easy. Cut a
piece off, let it dry for a few days, and stick it in
some potting soil. They propagate readily from
leaves (tips are best), rhizomes, roots, etc..

Variegation is very common in cultivated
Sansevieria, and variegated plants form the
majority of some collections. A variegated pup will
appear on an otherwise norma plant. The
variegation can be preserved by removing the pup
and a portion of the rhizome, and growing it on. If
this is not done, the variegated pup, being weaker
than the rest of the plant will not reproduce.
Variegated plants are dower growers than normal
plants, and are much more sensitive to cold and
wet conditions. They need protection, particularly
in the winter. They are aso sensitive to standing
water in their crowns, quickly rotting it water is
allowed to remain.

Refer ences

H. Stover The Sansevieria Book
U. Eggli, Editor M onocotyledons

Tom Glavich September 2002



LosAngeles Cactus & Succulent Society
Caudiciform Succulent of the Month—April 2008 : Ficus

Ficus benjamina, or commonly called the weeping fig, is one of the most popular trees that are grown indoors. There are 3 main
reasons for them to commonly loose their leaves: (a) adapting to a new environment, (b) over/under watering and () insects.

It isnormal for aficusto lose 20% of its foliage as it adapts to a new environment, even from one room to another. Ficus enjoy
an outing for the summer when night time temperatures have risen above 50 degrees F. and placed in a shady location. They
respond favorably to being outdoors with plenty of light, fresh air, humidity and rain water. Healthy green leaves grow
abundantly, but when they go back indoorsin early fall, before the night time temperatures drop below 50 degrees F., they will
lose some of their leaves. They will lose even more, if subjected to colder night temperatures. It is best to place them in the
brightest widow, so they can adapt easier to the change. In winter it is wise to wipe the dust off the leaves occasionally too.

Ficus benjamina comes from an area that has very distinct seasons. It will shed its leaves during the dry season. When the rains
return, new growth comes out and the canopyof the tree fills in. The rule of thumb on watering is that more water is required
when the plant is receiving more light and the reverse also applies when lesslight is available, less water is needed. Many times
roots can fill a pot making watering difficult. The water runs out without penetrating the root ball, so check for pot bound plants
and plant them in aone size larger pot if necessary. It is generally best to keep the soil moist, but never soggy wet with ficus as
well as other foliage houseplants.

A happy, well grown plant rarely has many insect problems, but yellowing leaves can be caused by the common insects of scale,
mealybug and spider mites. Check: http://www.extension.umn.edu/distribution/horticulture/DG1031.html for more
information on these insects on how to treat them. If your ficustreeis summered outdoors, you may want to check the plant
carefully for insects. If you see afew, they can be hosed off with a forceful rush of water before taking it indoors. If several
insects are seen, you may want to use an insecticidal soap spray to rid the plant of them before bringing it indoors.

Once the tree is stable and growing it requires minimal care, usually aweekly check of the soil for moisture content and watering
if needed. Asthe tree grows, it may require shaping and pruning, typically every spring, depending on its speed of growth. A
well maintained ficus tree can be a stunning addition to your home for many years.

Above is compliments of Minnesota Master Gardener.

From www.ficustree.com : Check out afew of the newer Ficus varieties and don®forget make sure you have the
"right stuff" ( http://ficuscare.com) for your Ficusto thrive....

Benjamina - The Ficus tree that is the most popular of all varieties!

www.ficustree.com/ficus-benjamina.php

Amstel King - Thisvariety has long, banana-shaped leaves. The large, leathery, fast- growing foliage has a lush tropical appeal.
www.ficustree.com/ficus-amstel-king.php

Indigo - Its leaves emerge deep green and darken with maturity to almost blue-black with a high-gloss.
www.ficustree.com/ficus-indigo.php

Midnight - extremely dark, bluish to black, glossy leaves that sit along the stem with very close internodes. Its growth pattern is
upright...

www.ficustree.com/ficus-midnight.php

Monique - One of the most outstanding features of this plant isits resistance to leaf drop.
www.ficustree.com/ficus-monique.php

Wiandi - has the look of bonsai, with branches that zig and zag between internodes, often turning at right angles. Pictured at
right>>>>

www.ficustree.com/ficus-wiandi.php
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NOVICE

CACTI: 1st Bill Dall Gymnocalycium species; 2nd John Martinez Gymnocal ycium Bayrianum;

3rd John Martinez Gymnocal ycium ederianum.

SUCCULENTS: 1st John Martinez Aloe hybrid; 2nd John Martinez Aloe albiflora; 3rd Bill Dall Aloe species.

CAUDICIFORM: 1st Nils Schirrmacher Pelargonium appendiculinum; 2nd Nils Schirrmacher Pelargonium klinhardtense;
2nd Efren Flores Pelargonium appendiculinum; 3rd Bill Dall Pelargonium species.

ADVANCED

CACTI: 1st Barbara Hall Gymnocalycium pleischerianum; 2nd John Mathews Gymnocalycium bruchii;

3rd John Mathews Gymnocal ycium horstii; 3rd Manny Rivera Gymnocal ycium pflanzii.

SUCCULENTS: 1st John Matthews Aloe sinkatana; 2nd John Matthews Aloe wunderkind; 3rd Mick Gottschalk Aloe hybrid.
CAUDICIFORM: 1st Manny Rivera Sarcocaulon herrei; 2nd Barbara Nolan Pelargonium species,

2nd Barbara Hall Pelargonium klinghardtense; 3rd Barbara Hall Pelargonium cortusifolium;
3rd Manny Rivera Sarcocaulon crassicaule.

OPEN
CACTI: none.

SUCCULENTS: 1st Matt Maggio Aloe remeissima; 2nd/3rd none.
CAUDICIFORM: 1st Matt Maggio Sarcocaulon crassucaule; 2nd Matt Maggio Sarcocaulon vanderietine; 3rd none.

2008 Club Officials and Officers

President- Jeff Karsner 818/ 623-0685

jeffkarsner@aol.com

VP Special Events- Douglas George
VP P.O.M.- Walt Wegner

VP Programs— Matt Maggio
Treasurer- Ron Main

Secretary- Helen Frank

Directors— |. Efren Flores

[I. John Martinez
Librarian- Joyce Schumann

Cactus Chronicle Editor- Liz Tungate
Membership Chair-Sandy Chase
Publication Chairman— John Matthews
CSSA Rep.- Duke Benadom

626 / 359-0133
818 / 225-7336
818 / 782-2075
661/ 265-9179
818 / 985-5887
661 / 260-1404
805 /523-1389
818/ 705-3224
818/ 891-0330
818 / 367-0864
661/ 297-5364
805/ 526-8620

doug w_george@hotmail.com
wliwegner@msn.com
cactusmattl@yahoo.com
ron@mwicom.net
helen.frank@adelphia.net

jwm5555@sbcglobal.net
ropojo@pacbell.net
dyn2sr5@earthlink.net

jgmplants@aol.com
duke-kaz@sbcglobal.net

EVERYONE SHOULD WEAR THEIR NAMETAGS

LACSS MEMBERSHIP FORM 2008

If your contact info has changed during 2007, please include the updated info with your renewal. Thanks!!
O Yes| would like to be a member of the Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society!

Membership choice: Single membership O $15/yr O $7.50 1/2 yr. Family membership O $20/yr O$10 1/2 yr

Name: Names of the additional members:
Address: City, State & Zip:

Phone Fax Email:

Birth Day Anniversary Date

Please make check out to “L ACSS’ and send this form along with check or money order to:
LACSS, P.O. Box 280581, Northridge, CA 91328
Half Year Member ships Available after June 2008. Check herefor Engraved NameBadge O $8.00 extra




General Meeting starts at 7:30 PM on the first Thursday of the month at the Sepulveda Garden Center
located at 16633 Magnolia Blvd. in Encino between Hayvenhurst and Balboa.
Set-up and social hour starts at 6:30 PM.

Bring a smile! Make new friends! GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!

- * 0 01

“'e)0 x 9 xG Vv

0.
05995 ( € Z H

7/ ' -
% ( « G 28# . i

800¢ YareiN


http://www.lacss.com
http://www.lacss.com

